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WHA T €GMING UP
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Monday 22 February 2010

¢ Book Fair

Tuesday 23 February 2010

¢ Book Fair
¢ Years 8 to 12 APS Swim Carnival

e Family Chapel Service (Years 4 to 12)
From 7pm

Wednesday 24 February 2010

¢ Book Fair
¢ Senior School Photos

Thursday 25 February 2010

¢ Book Fair
e Year 10 Information Evening —
7.00pm

Friday 26 February 2010

¢ Book Fair

Saturday 27 & Sunday 28 February
2010

e Year 12 Chemistry Excursion

DIRECT PHONE NOS.

Main Admin 5573 8600
Prep to Year 6 Admin 5573 8610
Years 7 to 12 Admin 5573 8633
Staff Administration 5573 8668
Performing Arts 5573 8672
Accounts 5573 8686
Health Centre 5573 8615
Uniform Shop 5573 8640
After School Care 5573 8647
Childcare Centre 5573 8650
Canteen 5573 8641

FROM THE HEADMASTER

Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends

Tragic Incident at St Patrick’s College Shorncliffe

You are probably aware that Police have charged a 13-year-old boy with murder after the

fatal stabbing of Elliott Fletcher at St Patrick’s College north of Brisbane earlier this week.

On behalf of Saint St egmlowidintesesy@mthiésew§te, | ha
Patrick"s College regarding this tragic in
dangerous weapon to our College will be dealt with by both the College and the

appropriate authorities.

A Nationwide Survey

The following survey has recently been released by Independent Schools Queensland. |
thought you might be interested in |l earnin
independent schools.

Independent schools get tick of approval

A new survey has found almost 70% of Australians
agree independent school students should receive
government funding support for their education, up
from 51% in a similar survey conducted in 2001.

e ‘.‘ ®
oo
Independent Schools
..Q Queensiand

The survey also showed four out of every ten parents who have their children at
government schools would prefer to send them to an independent school, if fees were not
an issue.

The survey, conducted by UMR Research and commissioned by Independent Schools
Queensland and the Associations of Independent Schools of New South Wales and South
Australia, involved a nationwide telephone survey of 1000 respondents and focus groups
in several states.

The Executive Director of Independent Schools Queensland, Dr John Roulston, said the
survey confirmed most Australians supported government funding of school education
across all sectors.

“Australians clearly have a strong view th
school, should receive appropriate funding support for their education. This shows the
Australian Government was on the right track when it made the decision to continue the

SES funding scheme,” Dr Roulston said.
“1t is also pleasing there is such strong
“The survey proves the quality of educatio

meeting the needs of parents and students.

Dr Roulston said the survey did have one concerning response with 58% of respondents
believing the myth independent school students receives the same or more government
funding than a student in the public sector.

“There is still a
students receive

great deal of misinfor ma
from the government,” he



“We will continue to
the public on this topic. On average, a public sector student
receives more than twice as much government funding than an
independent student.”

Currently, average yearly funding per student from all
Australian governments, State and Commonwealth, is:

¢ $12,639 for each student in government or public schools
¢ $6,076 for each student in independent or private schools

According to the Productivity Commission, total government
(State and Federal) recurrent funding for government schools in
*2007-08 was $28.8 billion, compared to just $2.9 billion on
independent schools.

Some of the key findings of the report include:

¢ Independent schools are well regarded by the general public,
with 75% expressing positive views and increasing to 94% for
those with children attending an independent school.

e For those parents who have children at government schools,
four out of every ten indicated they would prefer to send
them to an independent school, if fees were not an issue.

® 58% of respondents believed, incorrectly, that each student
in an independent school received the same or more
government funding than a student in a government school.
In 2001, 63% shared the same belief.

¢ Almost 70% of people rejected the notion independent
schools should not receive financial support from
governments. This has increased from 51% in a 2001 survey
asked a similar question.

¢ Overwhelmingly (88%), respondents agreed our education
system should have a mix of schools provided by both the
government and non-government sectors.

Dr Roulston said the research shows Australians believe parents
should be able to choose the type of school they want for their
child and their choice should be supported by government
funding.

“1t also shows that the
government education provision has strong support from the
community and is seen as a key factor in maintaining a high

gual ity education system,” Dr

A copy of the Key Findings along with detailed survey data
can be found at www.aisqg.qld.edu.au

(*Source: Productivity Commission 2010 Report on Government Services)
Best regards

Jamie Dorrington
Headmaster

FROM THE CHAPEL

Wednesday this week, was Ash Wednesday, which marks the
start of the season of Lent for 2010. As part of our weekly year
level Chapels with the Years 7 to 12 students, we have
observed the ancient custom of marking our foreheads with
ashes.

In the Old Testament times, ashes are a symbol of being sorry,
and by putting ashes on our foreheads we are saying ,sorry” to
God for the things that we have done wrong. Since the times
of Jesus, faithful Christians have used the season of Lent as a
time to remind themselves of their dependence on Cod, and

current
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between themselves and God.

One of the ancient disciplines of the Lenten Season, is to give
something up. Sadly, one of the first things on many people’s
list of ,things to give up" is sweets. Lent should not be used as
an excuse to go on a diet!

The whole point of this Lenten discipline is for us to take
control of our lives and make changes in them for the better. It
is about giving our lives to Jesus and following the example of
life that He has given us. To do this, we need to make a
conscious decision to ,give up" on the things that God does not
want us to do.

Perhaps, it miopipéndingeomuochtimegi v e
on facebook, and to spend some time reading our Bibles, or in
prayer. Perhaps it might be to give up on take away food three
times a week, and prepare meals at home and donate the

money that we save to a charitable cause.

Whatever discipline you choose for Lent this year, | pray that
you use the next few weeks to strengthen your relationship
with the Living God, and prepare yourself to celebrate the
coming season of Easter.

With every blessing

Father Andrew Kinmont
College Chaplain

Service Times

Sunday Chapel Services

Sunday Worship is at 900an |,

every Sunday in the College Chapel.
All welcome.
Weddings, Baptisms, lliness or Bereavement

The clergy are available not only for the times of celebration
such as Weddings and Baptisms, but also in times of need.
Father Andrew Kinmont is available at all times on

0417 711 699.

May God’s Blessing and Peace be with you.

FrRoM THE DEPUTY HEADMASTER

Prep to Year 12

Cyber Safety Information Evening specifically for Parents
Last year | attended a seminar which alerted educators to
cyber-safety issues of students in a wide range of age groups.
To be direct, what | witnessed was very distressing.
Importantly, it involved the home even more than the school
in almost all cases and relates to children from Prep to Year 12.
What | am referring to are the issues of cyber-safety of children
on the internet, social chat rooms, cyber-bullying and more.
The seminar was presented by a former Australian Federal
Police Detective specifically working in the cyber-safety
taskforce targeting predators
safety.

| feel very strongly that this message must be made available to
all students from Year 4 to Year 12 directly, as well as all
teachers and | strongly recommend all parents too. | encourage
parents of Prep to Year 3 students to also attend so that you


http://www.aisq.qld.edu.au/

may be aware of the issues affecting your children now and in
the future.

You will be astounded at what
parents who have complete faith in their own children should

still attend to educate themselves because it is who is on the

other side of the computer that is the worry...and it is not

always who our children think it is either.

| have provided some introductory information below from the
presenter“s website. Please
http://www.iness.com.au You can also watch a short clip from
Channel 9 news which sums up a similar presentation at
another Brisbane school. More information will be sent home
soon regarding the Information Evening, however, please put it
in your diary now for Tuesday 20 April from 7pm-9pm

(Week Two of Term Two).

From the presenter’s website: iNESS

AEstablished in 2008, nedNESS i
Australian business to specifically target the education of
children in the dangers of the internet, cyber safety and
cyberbullying.

INESS presentations include topics such as

¢ how to identify internet predators

¢ safe ways to communicate online

o children's rights and responsibilities when using the internet

The driving force behind INESS is the desire to equip as many
children as possible with the knowledge to enable them to use
the internet safely. Another key focus of INESS is to raise
parents'and teachers' awareness of the potential dangers that
our young people face on the internet.

Presentations are delivered by trained experts in the field of
online investigations which ensures accurate, practical and-up
to-date information. This is essential in the field of internet
safety due to the rapidly and constantly changing face of the
internet. Our desire is to meet and exceed expectations.
Presenters are able to communicate their expert knowledge of
this complex problem in an interesting and engaging way, at a
level accessible to children. Practical demonstration of
resources and protecti® measures, along with real case
examples from Australia and overseas, bring the dangers of the
internet to life for the audience.

iINESSprovides an engaging presentation by allowing the
audience to see the Internet through the eyes of a child and
also siows the sad reality of the Internet as a medium for
sexual predators.

I look forward to seeing as many parents as possible at this very
important evening.

Andrew Bell
Deputy Headmaster

On Tuesday 2 February 2010, the Queensland Government
released a consultation paper titled A Flying Start for
Queensland Children. If you have any questions about the
discussion paper, or would like to receive a copy you may
collect one from main administration.

feel

DEAN OF JUNIOR COLLEGE
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students in Years 1 to 6. | would like to thank all parents who
attended these evenings and took the time out of their busy
schedules to become a part of the learning journey their child
will undertake this year. Thank you also to all of the staff
involved in these evenings for making them so informative for

parents.
free to read more on
Evenings such as these highlight the important and crucial link

between home and school. After having the opportunity to
speak with a number of parents this week at both of these
evenings, one of the consistent conversations | had with many
people was that as parents of students in the Junior College
you would like to be as informed as possible about the
classroom techniques and strategies our teachers use each day,
so that when you are assisting your child at home it is
cdndistent With what they have alveady leatnty Theefore, in an
effort to try and inform you more about ways you can assist
you child at home, | plan to include in the Acta Ludi articles |
write throughout each term some strategies and tips that are
consistent with the teaching philosophy implemented by staff
in the Junior College.

I have decided to begin with ways the teachers believe will
help each child in their class find success. | feel that this is the
best starting point to write my articles from as | believe without
each student feeling confident in their own abilities; that they
can achieve success; it is difficult to help them develop in
other areas of their learning. If we use the acronym below and
reinforce these behaviours and attitudes each day at school
and at home, we are all working towards supporting every
child to achieve SUCCESS.

S— Supporting-Encour aging each
will not get everything right the first time round and this is
okay.

U — Understanding — That we are all different and will develop
and learn in different ways.

C — Caring — Offering help, support and praise when it is
needed.

C — Communication — Allowing each child to interact with
others, talk through their ideas, understandings and
problems.

E — Experimentation — Provide opportunities to experiment
and solve problems in situations that make sense to them.

S — Sharing — Encourage them to discuss their ideas and
suggest ways they can improve on them.

S — Success — Recognise and praise their achievements no
matter how small they are particularly if they are trying
something new.

When each student walks into their classroom each day, we
are building on the successful learning you have already
undertaken in your homes. When parents and teachers work
together in a partnership, we are providing the best possible
opportunity for students to achieve personal success both at
home and school.

In the coming weeks | plan to write about a variety of ways you
can help your child at home with developing their literacy
skills, which will link nicely with what they are already learning

studer


http://www.iness.com.au/

in their classrooms. | do hope that you will find these ideas
useful and if at any time you require further information please
feel free to drop into the Prep to Year 6 Administration Office
and ask any questions you may have as we will always do our
best to assist you in any way possible.

Kylie Waide
Dean of Junior College

PASTORAL CARE

Parenting — a lifelong job

Probably the most underpaid and definitely the only job on the
planet that has no qualifications as a prerequisite is that of
being a parent. Even when you do take the time to read up on
the latest and greatest information, quite often it seems as
though the answers are just not there. In spite of this you work
hard to do the best by and for your children so they can be as
successful as you have dreamed.

As a College we see ourselves working with you to help your
children reach their potential. With this in mind we aim to
share our knowledge and expertise in the educative process
and to direct you to specialist areas when we do not have the
answers.

As part of our assistance to our parent body | would like to
point you in the directionof Mi c hael Gr ose,
one parenting educator . Mi
www.parentingideas.com.au allows you access to information
on a variety of articles and other resources in relation to
parenting. You can also sign up to receive a regular newsletter.
If you log into Parent Lounge on the College website and click
on School Links, you willalsofind @ PDF of Mi
articles from 2009. Please take the time to have a look as his
tips are easy to understand and just might be what you are
looking for.

Chris Gray
Head of Pastoral Care — Prep to Year 6

YEAR 11 LEADERSHIP DAY 2010

Thechal l enge for the Year 11
|l egacy" that continues and i
synergy among all groups of students regardless of their age,
gender and culture in this College. The goalpost is high and
sometimes the accolades are few, however, the Year 11

students of 2010 are ready for the challenge.

. " [

Last week the group attended a full day workshop facilitated
by Peer Power and they were introduced to ideas on how to
implement effective techniques in leading others. Whilst the
students initially identified their own individual personality

Aus
chae

chace

style and the collective personality styles of the group, the
workshop culminated with the ideas of needing to discover the
value and strengths of the unique diversity within social
networks and needing to invest in relationships in order to be
able to lead effectively.

I am looking forward to the value that the current Year 11
cohort will give to future generations.

Dani Goucher
Head of Year 11

o SPORTS DEPARTMENT .
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In December last year, the
Nati onal Women"s
Gymnastics Championships '
were held at the AIS in
Canberra. Emma Whitehead
(Year 4) and Chelsi Mikeska
(Year 7) represented the Delta
Southport Club which finished
in 5" place overall. Emma made
her debut in Level 4 team,
finishing 6 place in the bars.

Chelsi, who is the current
Queensland Overall State
Champion, won a silver medal
for the beam in the Level 6 team,
5" on floor, 6 on bars and 5"
overall.
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Georgia Blair (Year 8) has been selected to represent the Book List Payment Receipts 2009/2010
South Coast School Sport Open Softball Team. This is a If you do not have your receipt of payment for the submission
fantastic achievement for a student in Year 8. of the Book List, please come and collect it. These receipts

. ) can be submitted to the Tax Office.
Sean McNeill (Year 9) will represent the South Coast School

Sport Open Boys Water Polo Team. This is yet another Sports Bags and College Satchel
example of a young student competing in a much older age The Sports Bags and the College Satchels will arrive in the next
group. couple of weeks.
Courtney Cooney (Year 11) recently competed at the QLD 2" Hand Uniform
Zoggs State Sprint Swimming Championships and achieved the We will be accepting 2™ Hand Uniforms on the last two weeks
following outstanding results. of this term —Monday 15 through to Friday 26 March - unless
1" - 16 Girls 50m Backstroke (Record) otherwise advised.
1% - 16 Girls 50m Butterfly If you are unable to come to the Uniform Shop and would
3 - Open Girls 50m Backstroke like to order or would like to credit your child’s student
3" - 16 Girls 50m Freestyle account, please call us on 5573 8640 or email

wmaccullagh@ssc.qld.edu.au or otaylor@ssc.gld.edu.au.

Zachary Curtis (Year 11) and Sean Spring (Year 12) will
represent South Coast School Sport at the Queensland School Wendy Maccullagh
Sport 19Yrs & Under Triathlon Championships. This event will Uniform/Bookshop
take place at Suttons Beach, Redcliffe on Thursday 18 to

Saturday 20 February 2010. SSC AND FARA OLYMPICS

Rod Seib )
Director of Sport P 3!

RESOURCE CENTRE

The Pirate Book Fair arrives in the Library on Monday
22 February and will be with us for two weeks,
finishing on Friday 5 March.

Opening times are:
Monday - Thursday: 8:00am — 5:00pm

Friday: 8:00am - 3:15pm FARA & SSC OLYMPICS

EFTPOS facilities will be available.
Every purchase benefits the library
and World Vision. There will be
books, activity packs and much
more! Look out for the flyer coming
toyourchi Il d*s c¢cl assr ooml

There’s a Gold Rush coming!

With a little more than four weeks to go, teams are coming
together and the temperature is rising as the serious contest for
Gold and Clory looms.

The Parents Teams (the Mighty Yellows) are filling fast, as they
embrace the challenge of competition (and the challenge of

ing!
Happy Reading! running around for 20 minutes without spitting out a lung!).

The Library Team
The Staff are getting serious, with David Bear letting slip this

% % CANTEEN OPENING HOURS week that they are in serious training mode.

MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 8:00AM — 1:30PM The Old Scholars are keener than ever anticipated, with the
Saint Stephen®s College Ol ympi
College playing fields to relive their glory days.

UNIFORM BOOKSHOP Andthe Students...wel | , honestly, | thi

fearful. With just 10% of their player positions filled, are they
OPENING HOURS petrified of the Parents? Are they scared of the Staff? Are they
totally awe-struck by the Old Scholars? At the assembly at the
end of last year, the Students were whipped into a frenzy to

Monday — Thursday 7.45am - 3.00pm

Friday Only 7.45am - 9.00am get out there and kick butt, but it seems that they have lost
their nervel! Let"s see if they
Hello Everyone expectations. Will they put their hands up and sign on for a

team? Do they feel that they c

Signpost Mentals for Queensland Book 4, 5 and 6 jump on board?

These books have now arrived. All the books have been
distributed to the relevant students. Until next week . . .

Language Alive 1 (Year 7) Bryan Vadas
This work book is still on order. Olympics Committee
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Saint Stephen’s College

il Clagel Sesel

Years 4 to 12

Tuesday 23 February 2010
GODA FIRKINS AUDITORIUM
7:00pm to 8:00pm
The College sees this as an important part of developing ot
Community and we look forward to seeingpu there.

A reminder:
All students Years & 12 are to be in formal uniform

Years 4 to students inoptionalformal or day uniform




COMMUNITY NOTICES

( ) )

AHN

Australian Homestay
Network

URGENT

Short Term Host Families Needed

COOMERA SOCCER
CLUB

Would like to extend an
invitation to all boys and
girls who would like to play
junior soccer on the Gold
Coast in 2010.

Families are well remunerated for their time

and care of our students Coomera Soccer Club will be open for player
registrations on

Please call Jan from Australian Homestay Monday / Tuesday / Thursday / Friday

Network to find out more information about Time: 2.00pm - 7.00pm

hosting a Saint Stephen's College Venue: 2 Yuan Street, Coomera

international student. Contact telephone: 55 733 377

Jan Sorrensen Please Note: any new players will be required to

Phone: 5591 3322 show proof of age with either a birth certificate or

Email: jan@homestaynetwork.org ) L passport. p

Come and join our junior age groups for 2010 Please call us on

AGE DIVISIONS Lisa McDowell

0418 164 722 (Secretary)
Mi ni 60s ( 2084 D enos ¢ S ( 2 ( lisadanmcdowell@bigpond.com

U96s 20101s (2000)
Ul116s (1999)

Uulz2é (19983s (1996/1997) Lisa Hooper
UL66s (1994/1995) 0414 638 538 (Registrar)

lisarodneybb@dodo.com.au
U1805 (1993/1992)
COOMERA SPORTS PARK play@
IES BEATTIE RD COOMERA /—v
(BEHIND DREAMWORLD)

V///=1=)
COOMERA HOCKEY SIGN ON
Saturday 2 7th February 12pm to 2pm

&

or

nw un

v Sign on at Gold Coast Hockey Grounds
L b g e reith Hunt Park Musgrave Ave Labrador
Piaces avallable for players from 5 vears to
seniors whether you have played before or not.

You can join over the internet. Visit

www.coomerahockey.com
Contact blair@coomerahockey.com
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Scholarships
For students entering Years 7 to 12 in 2011

Saint Stephen’s College offers Scholarships of Academic Excellence, Music
Excellence and General Excellence including Sport.

Applicants who are entering Years 7 through 12 in 2011 and who fulfil the
minimum criteria for a scholarship, will be able to apply through the
Enrolment Office in the Main Administration building.

Applications are now open for Scholarships.

The Selection Criteria and an Application Form can be viewed and
downloaded by visiting this link on the College website -
http://www .saintstephenscollege.net.au/scholarships.html

Applications need to be submitted through the Enrolment Office in the
Main Administration building by Thursday 4 March 2010.

The Scholarship Exam will take place on Thursday 12 March 2010.

Mary Wells
Director of Enrolments
07 5573 8603

go card is the quicker, smarter way for children to travel on public transport. go card fares are now the same price or less than
single paper ticket fares were in 2007 - that’s about 30 per cent cheaper than a single paper ticket is now.

1. Where to buy a go card?
There are hundreds of places you can buy a go card including:

e online at www.translink.com.au
e over the phoneon 13 12 30
e atall manned train stations, selected newsagents and 7-Eleven stores.

The retail network is growing all the time - for a full list visit www.translink.com.au

2. How to use go card
To use a child or concession go card, your child needs only touch on at the beginning and touch off at the end of their
journey across all TransLink bus, train and ferry services. The correct fare is automatically deducted from the go card balance.

Similar to using a pre-paid mobile phone, you can store as little as $5 or as much as $200 on a go card and you can top it up
as often as you like. Top ups can be made at selected go card retailers, on fare machines at selected busway and QR stations,
at selected QR station ticket offices, on line at www.translink.com.au or over the phone on 13 12 30.

3. Key features of go card
Key features making go card especially suitable for school children include:

e  Registration - once registered, a go card’s travel balance can be protected if the card is lost or stolen by contacting
TransLink.

e  Auto top-up - when activated, auto top up will top up the balance of the go card once it reaches $5.

For more information on go card or TransLink, visit www.translink.com.au or call 13 12 30 anytime.

If your child travels to and from school on the School Travel Assistance Scheme (STAS) please contact your nearest Department
of Transport Main Roads office or email ptschool@tmr.qgld.gov.au for more information.

You can also visit www.transport.qgld.gov.au and follow the links to School Transport information.
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