THE

GODA

FOUNDATION

MEDIA RELEASE

For immediate release: May 2010

Contact: Sally Thibault 0414 770880 sallythibault@gmail.com

Stem Cell Research Expert to visit Gold Coast

Many people with incurable and degenerative diseases are often desperate for a cure. For many, this
desperation results in placing their faith in those who ‘claim’ to have found a cure.

With the increased use of the internet, and the ability to ‘google’ information, unscrupulous
individuals and organisations can lay claim to a myriad of unproven cures, often at great cost to the
patient.

The latest trend in this area lies in Stem Cell Research, which is being promoted as ‘the cure’ to a
myriad of illnesses. However, whilst many claims are being made in this area, as yet, whilst the
research progresses and many stem cell treatments are in or nearing clinical trials, the only treatments
currently fully proven and established are those for blood and related disorders such as leukaemia.

To assist Gold Coast residents in understanding proven Stem Cell Research outcomes, Dr Megan
Munsie the Senior Manager — Research and Government at the Australian Stem Cell Centre (ASCC)
will be speaking at a special presentation to be held at Saint Stephen’s College, Reserve Road
Coomera on Tuesday 8 June. The presentation is being sponsored by The Goda Foundation.

Dr Munsie, who is originally from the Gold Coast, is a member of the International Society of Stem
Cell Research Task Force on the Clinical Translation of Stem Cells and was recently invited to join
the Infertility Treatment Authority’s Clinical and Scientific Advisory Panel.

Previously, she held the position of Scientific Development Manager - Australia for the UK listed
biotechnology company, Stem Cell Sciences. She is also skilled in all aspects of assisted reproductive
technology with over twelve years experience as an embryologist in IVF practices in the Gold Coast
and Melbourne. Megan completed her undergraduate degree at the Queensland University of
Technology and has received a Masters of Reproductive Sciences and Doctorate of Philosophy from
Monash University.
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Currently, Dr Munsie is responsible for the Centre’s government interactions including regulatory and
policy issues and the management of the ASCC’s diverse research portfolio. She also provides advice
and information on ethics and policy in the area of stem cells to ASCC researchers, government and
community members.

The Australian Stem Cell Centre (ASCC) http://www.stemcellcentre.edu.au/ receives over 500
enquiries a year regarding the status of stem cell research, clinical trials, and therapies in Australia
and overseas. Increasingly untested stem cell products and overseas stem cell therapies are being sold
over the internet, and there is mounting interest from Australians in accessing these therapies.

There is a clear need to assist the public in understanding what stem cells are and, and to guide
individuals on how to fully investigate treatment options before accepting any therapies offered. The
ASCC is achieving this need through its Patient Handbook and offering educational talks to patient
groups. These initiatives aim to help patients, their carers and family navigate their way through the
myriad of treatments being offered.

“It is understandable that people with chronic and incurable diseases are looking at every option
available, however it is essential these people understand the science behind these claims and that
there may be risks involved.” says Dr Munsie “The ASCC does not seek to advise patients, evaluate
individual treatments, or comment on an individual’s reasons for travelling for treatment, but aims to
provide the patient with the necessary information prior to considering any therapy. Australia has a
well regulated health system and patients can be confident that when stem cell treatments are offered
here they will be both safe and effective ”

Dr Munsie will be discussing what stem cells are, the various types of stem cells, which stem cell
treatments are considered safe and effective by specialists, which are considered experimental and
which are currently unproven.

Stem cell science continues to offer much promise for the treatment of a wide range of conditions and
stem cell research is progressing at a rapid pace, with some research quickly moving towards clinical
trials.
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