
Term Three Pupil Free Day for Saint Stephenès College is 

FRIDAY 13 AUGUST  
NOT Monday 12 July. 

As a result, Surfside buses will not  be operating on Monday 
12 July as this will be the pupil free day for all other schools. 

The Saint Stephen's College bus will be running. 
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FROM THE HEADMASTER 
 

Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends 
 

FARA & SSC Olympics 
Thank you to everyone who prepared for the Olympics and/or supported it on the day.  
I am not sure about how many competitors and spectators we had on the day, but I 
guess it was around three hundred.   
 
I congratulate the Vadas and Dwyer family for bringing their vision to reality.  I thank 
them for creating such a fantastic community building activity.  It gave our parents an 
opportunity to see our facilities and to interact with our students and our Old Scholars 
an opportunity to see how much we have grown.  I also thank Mayor Ron Clarke and 
Mrs Clarke, Mrs Margaret Keech, the State Member for Albert and Government Whip, 
Mr Humphrey Firkins and Mrs Carmel Cleary from the Goda Foundation for their 
support on the day.   
 
Special mention must go to the Saint Stephen's College Maintenance Staff, all the 
Volunteers under the direction of the amazing duo of Jan Sorrensen and Miss Kirsty 
Sorrensen, our fantastic Sports Department and the talented Saint Stephen's College 
Technical Crew and Film and Television Crew for all of their efforts leading up to and 
on the day. 
 
Financially the day was a great success, with over $30,000 raised from participants and 
sponsors and another $20,000 from Mr Firkins and $25,000 from a supporter who 
pledged money from Singapore.  All of this money will go towards the on-going 
research into a cure for Friedreich's Ataxia. 
 
I have suggested to the organisers that they should pay for the medical expenses of the 
staff that were looking very sorry for themselves this week, but they are reluctant to 
open themselves up to even greater claims from the parents! 
 
There are many other people who deserve recognition, including the P&F committee 
who provided refreshments and Fr Andrew for starting the day with a very moving 
service.  I am particularly grateful to Ms Stacey Parker who helped coordinate the event 
on behalf of the College. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at the 2011 Olympics! 
 
Jamie Dorrington 
Headmaster 
 

WHATôS COMING UP  
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
 

Monday 24 May 2010 

 World Challenge Training 
Expedition 

 
 

Tuesday 25 May 2010 

 Years 8 to 10 Immunisations 
 Years 4 to 6 Mini-Minds 
 Interschool Teams Chess 
Championships 
 

 

Wednesday 26 May 2010 

 Year 9 Outdoor Recreation 
Excursion 

 Years 8 to 10 Debating ã Round 3 
 

 

Thursday 27 May 2010 

 Biggest Morning Tea 
 Japan Tour Information Evening 
 

 

Friday 28 May 2010 

 Year 3 Sleepover 
 

 
 

DIRECT PHONE NOS. 
 
Main Admin  5573 8600 
Prep to Year 6 Admin 5573 8610 
Years 7 to 12 Admin 5573 8633 
Staff Administration 5573 8668 
Performing Arts 5573 8672 
Accounts 5573 8686 
Health Centre 5573 8615 
Uniform Shop 5573 8640 
After School Care 5573 8647 
Childcare Centre 5573 8650 
Canteen 5573 8641 
 
 

 
 



 

FROM THE CHAPEL 
 

There are some things that we would like to hear, but 
somehow doubt that we ever will. 
 

From our mechanics, we would like to hear him say, "The 
quote that I gave you is way too high; I was able to do the 
job for $200 less than I thought." 
 

There are some who would like to hear a police officer say, 
"You know, I'll bet my radar gun is out of calibration. I don't 
think you were speeding after all." 
 

From a checkout operator, we would like to hear, "Don't 
worry about the 'next lane, please' sign. I'll take my break 
right after I finish ringing up your purchase." 
 

No; it probably doesn't matter how much we wish for it, it 
is unlikely that we will ever hear anyone say those things. 
 

In contrast to the things that people will never say to us, 
stands God who continues to surprise us by the wonderful 
things that He tells us. When we feel unloved, He tells us 
that He cares. When we feel alone, He reminds us that He 
is by our side. When we are feeling too weak to go on, He 
gives us strength. 
 

Sometimes the love, the companionship, and the strength 
come in ways that may surprise us. 
 

Last weekend, we gathered as a College family to support 
some of our own. At our Saint Stephen's College Olympics, 
we came together to provide love, companionship, and 
strength to the Dwyer family, and to raise much needed 
funds to advance research into treatments for Friedreich's 
Ataxia. Through our efforts, over $70,000 was raised. 
 

So, not only do we have a Saviour who tells us that He 
came to seek and save the lost and lonely, we have a 
Saviour who powerfully moves within the hearts of our 
College family to ensure that we have all that we need to 
support each other. 
 

May we always be open to Jesus working through us 
helping us show His love and care to all of the members of 
our College family . . .  and beyond. 
 

Every blessing 
 

Father Andrew Kinmont 
College Chaplain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE DEPUTY HEADMASTER 
 

I have spent the last couple of weeks in the company of 
approximately 14 Dress Hats in my office after doing our 
latest çhat checkè in Years 7 to 12 recently. We were able to 
return around half of these to their rightful owners, although 
the other half remain with me mainly due to having no 
names on them!  The lost property bins Prep to Year 12 are 
always full. We do these hat checks periodically each term 
and each time we collect items that belong...to someone.  
 

Unfortunately, some students do not recover lost or taken 
items, even with names clearly on them and I cannot 
explain this satisfactorily. Generally, we have a very safe 
and trustworthy environment and the vast majority of items 
are handed in, including wallets and phones from time to 
time.  We largely have honest students throughout the 
College, however, we have had a few situations that 
involved dishonesty and theft. I have informed students that 
if they are in the possession of someone elseès hat who is 
currently at the College, without their express permission, it 
will be considered a form of theft with serious 
consequences. Students should be clear about expectations 
to hand items in. I ask that parents of all year levels from 
Prep to Year 12 assist us in ensuring any lost or misplaced 
uniform items are returned. I have listed a few ideas that 
may assist: 
 

 Ensure names are on the inside of the garment or product 
itself in addition to the label. Unfortunately, sometimes 
the label is removed. Check the name is still visible from 
time to time if using paint pens which wear off over time. 
çNo nameè is our biggest issue, especially with older 
students. 
 

 If an item is lost, please inform your childès classroom 
teacher (Prep to Year 6) or Tutor teacher (Years 7 to 12) 
asap so that we can maximise the chance of recovering 
the item. The majority of situations are leaving an item in 
a classroom at some stage throughout the day. Teachers 
can assist in opening classrooms and keeping an eye out 
or even putting a notice to other members of the College 
to also look. 

 

 For students in Years 7 to 12, lock your locker!  
 

Saint Stephenès Olympics 
May I extend my sincere congratulations to everyone 
involved in the Saint Stephenès College Olympics, 
particularly to the Dwyer and Vadas families. It was 
marvellous to see all four quadrants of the College come 
together for such a great cause and propel the sense of 
community so emphatically. My only concern was that the 
students and old scholars triumphed over the staff and 
parents. Perhaps some rule adjustments may be in order for 
the next meeting! Congratulations, students, round one to 
you! 
 

Term Three Camp 
A reminder that the first week back next term will be camp 
week for Years 6 to 11, with Year 10 and Year 12 
completing work experience and QCS preparations 
respectively. However, various year levels depart on 
different days that week, remembering that this year 
Monday is a school day. Students should have received, or 
will soon be receiving information regarding these camps.  

Service Times 

Sunday Chapel Services 

Sunday Worship is at the çfamily friendlyè time of 9.00am 
every Sunday in the College Chapel. 

All welcome.  

Weddings, Baptisms, Illness or Bereavement 

The clergy are available not only for the times of 
celebration such as Weddings and Baptisms, but also in 
times of need.  Father Andrew Kinmont is available at all 

times on 
0417 711 699. 

May God's Blessing and Peace be with you. 



 

Cyber Safety 
As a follow up to our cyber safety evening, I mentioned in a 
previous Acta Ludi the name of a Queensland company 
www.123educateme.com.au  who have available some 
software for $39.95 to assist parents and students in 
monitoring the amount of time spent on educational 
activities as opposed to time spent on recreational games 
and activities. For more information on the software, please 
log on to the above website. 
 

As a special offer to parents of Saint Stephenès College, 
Roger Manu of 123educateme has generously offered this 
software for free! This is a limited offer (one per family) 
which will expire at the end of Term Two (i.e. 18 June 
2010) after which time the full cost will be reinstated.  If 
you wish to accept this offer, register your interest at the site 
below, we will collate the information and forward it on.  
https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dF9wSGk0U
WRsaURhR0FUTEV4M1E3Y1E6MQ  
This link is available on our website.  
 

Please note this free offer is not available to the public, only 
to parents of Saint Stephenès College for a limited time. 
 

I would also like to advise parents of a free Education Series 
on Bullying and Cyber Bullying promoted by the Minister 
for Education and Training with the support of the Qld 
Schools Alliance Against Violence (QSAAV) for school 
leaders, teachers and parents. These sessions feature Dr 
Michael Carr-Gregg who is a well respected expert and 
committed advocate for addressing the issues of child and 
adolescent well-being, bullying and the emerging issues 
associated with cyber bullying. The parent session is held on 
19 August.  For more information or to register online, go 
to: www.learningplace.com.au/ea/conferenceservices, click 
on calendar and scroll through the August events. 
 

Kind regards 
 

Andrew Bell 
Deputy Headmaster 
 

ASSISTANT TO THE HEADMASTER - 
CURRICULUM 

 

Australian Curriculum   
Last Friday saw the next release of draft documents relating 
to the Australian Curriculum. The Senior Years (Years 11 
and12) Curriculum documents are now available to view at 
the acara website, australiancurriculum.com.au .  It is 
important that parents take the time to have a look at what 
is being proposed as curriculum to be taught to the senior 
students of Australia. The Key Learning Areas that have 
been released are:  English, History, Mathematics and 
Science. Under each of these learning areas are more 
specific documents. I urge you to log on and view these 
documents; I also encourage you to provide feedback 
through the surveys that are provided. At the College we 
are working closely with those Heads of Departments 
whose subjects are being released. We are looking at how 
this relates to what we already offer. We are also taking up 
all opportunities to keep abreast with the implementation of 
the Curriculum by attending training workshops that are 
being provided.  

NAPLAN 
As you all would be aware, last week our students from 
Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 participated in the National Testing 
Programme. This was done with diligence and commitment 
by the students. We as a College were pleased with all the 
support from parents and teachers involved. These have 
now been posted away to be marked. Our results will be 
sent in late August. Again if you wish to find out more 
information, visit the NAPLAN website. 
 

Habits of Mind in ACTION  
Good schools focus on habits, on what sort of activities will 
and should inform their graduate lives. Sizer, Horaceès 
School, 1992. 
 

As I have mentioned in past editions, Saint Stephenès 
College is committed to developing within our students and 
wider community the notion of Habits of Mind. Those 
habits that we believe will hold our students for a successful 
future not only within their schooling lives, but for their lives 
beyond. 
 

Last Sunday the College held the unique FARA Olympics, 
an event to raise money to assist in research in finding the 
cure for Fredericks Ataxia. Whilst being part of the day I 
also took time to respond in wonderment and awe at the 
spectacle before my eyes. There were people from all walks 
of life; students, parents, staff and çold scholarsè (as far back 
as 2001) all together as a Saint Stephenès community 
working towards a goal.  People were finding humour, 
striving for accuracy and taking responsible risks (not 
those whose brain thought their body was twenty years 
younger!) to be a part of the day.  People had listened with 
understanding and empathy and made the decision to 
come and be part of a meaningful event.  Some of us tried 
to apply past knowledge to a new situation ã even if we 
hadnèt played netball for 30 years ã we still persisted and 
thought flexibly.  
 

When I finally got home and into a Radox bath, again I 
reflected on all the thinking and communicating with 
clarity and precision  that would have taken place to 
organise such an event, the creating, imagining and 
innovating  that was so evident. 
 

In a time where schools are constantly being defined only 
by their numeracy and literacy results, we need to step back 
and look at the other amazing lifelong learning that takes 
place within a school setting. It takes days like Sunday and 
the many çotherè events that happen within our College to 
remind us of what a unified, valued added community Saint 
Stephenès College is. 
 

The only Habit of Mind  that let some of us down on the 
day was managing impulsivity . By the way some people 
were walking on Monday and the looks of pain on their 
faces, those heroic flying leaps and tackling feats may really 
have not been the best choice ã but you canèt beat 
enthusiasm. 
 

Thank you to all of the Saint Stephenès community for your 
part in helping to develop in our students lifelong positive 
habits. 
 

For more information on Habits of Mind , Google - 
Dimensions of Learning HOM. 
 

Roz Comport 
Assistant to the Headmaster ã Curriculum  

http://www.123educateme.com.au/
https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dF9wSGk0UWRsaURhR0FUTEV4M1E3Y1E6MQ
https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dF9wSGk0UWRsaURhR0FUTEV4M1E3Y1E6MQ
http://www.learningplace.com.au/ea/conferenceservices


 

DEAN OF JUNIOR COLLEGE 
 

As the weather turns cooler . . . 
As we pass the half way mark of Term Two and the weather 
has turned a littler cooler many students have begun to 
bring their College jumper/jacket to school. Can I please ask 
that all jumpers/jackets are clearly named and that the 
correct jumper is worn with the College uniforms. Students 
are required to wear their rust coloured jumper with the 
day uniform only and their sports jacket with their sports 
uniform only. Your support with this matter is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

Years 4 to 7 APS Cross Country Carnival 
The Years 4 to 7 APS Cross Country carnival was held on 
Thursday, at Runaway Bay, where Saint Stephenès College 
students competed against the seven other APS schools. 
The cross country team was well prepared for this event 
due to the early morning and after school training sessions 
that have been scheduled since Term One. I would like to 
thank Mr Rod Seib and all the staff involved with train and 
supporting the students for this event. Thank you also to the 
parents who were able to come along and support the cross 
country team.   
 

Chess 
This week at assembly Mrs Rebekah Barrie, our Prep to 
Year 7 Chess Coordinator, spoke to all students about the 
next upcoming chess competition, which will be held at 
Arundel State School in the last week of this term, Tuesday 
15 June. Students from the College attend the chess 
competitions once a term and compete against other 
students from a variety of schools across the Gold Coast. It 
is always a great day and I would encourage those students 
who enjoy the game of chess to collect a permission note 
from the Prep to Year 6 Office or see Mrs Barrie for further 
information.  
 

Junior College Class Awards: 
Congratulations go to the following students for receiving 
Achievement Awards at this weekès assembly: 
 

Year 1 
Lachie Fahey, Grace Hunt, Hayley Huxtable, Emily Jenkins, 
Ethan Long, Joeli Mikeska, Jake Secombe, Bryan Wang 
Year 2 
Nicole Brown, Riley Comport-Clayton, Aidan Gooden-Leigh, Eri 
Ishii, Joshua Koloski, Max Matthews, Jordan Walker, Zac 
Williams 
Year 3 
Coco Anseline, Jack Bartlett, Lachlan Burke, Amber 
Cowie,Lochlann Smith, Morgan Stewart-Morrison, Justin Stokes, 
Isaac Wiesenthal 
Year 4 
Mckenzie Ecob, Lewis Hoath, Monet Sandral, Mark Shin, Eckard 
Van Jaarsveld, Matilda Wangoma, Amy Wharton, Isabella 
Wiesenthal, Chris Williams 
Year 5 
Daniel Burns, Jack Coles, Leah Denny, Liam Mondy, Liam 
Stewart, George Wood 
Year 6 
Mitchell Benson, Amy Doyle, Stephanie Hill, Joshua Jones, 
Maddison Nicholls, Brooke Schembri, Robbie Stubbs, Kendall 
Wall 

 

Kylie Waide 
Dean of Junior College 

Whatès happening in Year 6? 
What a busy term the Year 6 students have had thus far. 
This term we are studying the topic of çDisastersè.  
Throughout this unit, we have been learning about all the 
different types of disasters, both natural and human in 
design, and how they all occur. We have also studied the 
composition of the earth and the relationship between the 
movement of the earthès tectonic plates and the occurrence 
of natural disasters, such as volcanic eruptions, earthquakes 
and tsunamis.   
 

Did you know that the earthès surface is divided into twelve 
tectonic plates and that these plates move between 2.5 and 
7 centimetres each year? 
 

Next week, the Year 6 students will have a guest speaker 
from World Vision, who will discuss with us, the role World 
Vision has in responding to national and international 
disasters.  
 

Science this term has focused on the power generated from 
wind. We have applied our knowledge of the wind to 
design and construct our very own Wind Powered Vehicles.  
These vehicles will be tested later this week, with prizes 
being awarded to the vehicle that travels the longest, fastest 
and the most creative design. 
 

Year 6 Teachers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PASTORAL CARE 
 

Every Cloud has a 
Silver Lining 
During my time in 
the Foundations 
classrooms last week 
the students and I 
spent time 
continuing our focus 
on çResilienceè or 
our ability to 
çBounce Backè when 
things do not go 
right. Our 
discussions focussed 
on how important it 
is for us to find the 
positives that are 
around, even when 
negative things 
might be happening. Although we agreed that it is difficult 
to see the positives when we are upset, we also discovered 
that if we can train ourselves to find these positives, they 
will help us to feel better. 

 
Being resilient is 
definitely not about 
ignoring the negatives 
or pretending that 
things do not go 
wrong. Being resilient 
is about knowing that 
the negatives will not 
last and things will get 
better. It is about 
having the skills to 
help yourself by the 
way you think about 
things. I used the old 
saying, çevery cloud 
has a silver liningè to 

highlight this to the students. Just because the clouds are 
there does not mean the sun has disappeared. I also took 
some creative license with the saying, çto see the world 
through rose coloured glassesè. This was not to say that 
everything should be rosy but to remind ourselves to take 
the time to look for the rosy, positive things around us when 
things might not be great. I have included some photos of 
students from 3B wearing their groovy creations. 
 
 

 
 

 

FINAL CALL: It is past the registration date BUT if there are 
any others interested in being involved in Seasons for 
Growth ã grief and loss programme, please come in to the 
Junior Administration Office and pick up a form. 
 

Chris Gray 
Head of Pastoral Care, Prep to Year 6 
 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
 

Monday morning the College was abuzz. The mood was 
heightened and very different from the usual calm, 
determined return to school life after a weekend at home.  I 
could not help grinning as I passed limping, bandaged staff 
who all were excitedly telling their own story about the 
FARA Olympics antics. Sunday had seen old scholars, staff, 
parents and students join together to passionately fund raise 
for a cause close to their hearts; supporting the Dwyer 
family. Developing character, inspiring hope ã you bet! 
 

Thank you to the wonderful Sharon and her Cappuccino 
Xpress van. Whatever the weather she cheerfully serves us 
our morning coffee. You may not realise but a portion of all 
Sharonès sales are donated back to the P&F Committee. To 
date a fantastic $1340 has been donated. Sharon is 
extremely supportive of all College events and would love 
to attend any functions you may have, please call her on 
0410 764 969. 
 

Paula Axford-Wood 
Director of Community Rel ations 
 

SSC AND FARA OLYMPICS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOW ! 
Thatès all there is left to say after such a successful event. 
No, not at the pain that is felt in the legs, back, neck, groin, 
etc, but at the way in which everyone pulled together for 
such a great day and the wonderful result that was 
achieved. 
 

Congratulations to the Students team for their win (the 
Parents team was robbed!!!). Congrats too to the Old 
Scholars who came back and dominated in the Spirit 
Award.  
 

As mentioned at the closing ceremony (through a croaky 
and emotion-crack voice), there really is something about 
the Saint Stephenès community. I cannot imagine any other 
school community banding together to run such a great 
event, and to raise the funds that were raised. Thank you to 
all of you, for participating in which-ever way you did. 
There may have only been so many gold meals to go 
around, but everyone was a winner on the day (OK, so it 
sounds a little cliché, but the sincerity is heartfelt). 
 

And now the planning begins for next year. Stay tuned for a 
huge FARA Saint Stephenès College Olympics in 2011. 
 

In the meantime, please enjoy our photo spread on the 
following pages. 
 

Until next year . . . 
 

Bryan Vadas 
Olympics Committee  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  


