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FROM THE HEADMASTER 

 
Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends 
 
Congratulations to the Semester One Years 7 to 12 Academic Awards recipients: 
The list of recipients of these awards has been publicised in this edition of the Acta Ludi 
and I was pleased to recognise them at this weekès assembly.  Recipients of Quiet 
Achiever Awards as well as Academic Honours and Academic Honours with Distinction 
were gathered at the front of the Goda Firkins Auditorium and received a well deserved 
round of applause from the College.  More formal recognition in the form of certificates 
etc. will take place on Speech Night at the end of the year.   
 
A big fortnight ahead of us:  
The National IWB Conference will be held here from 12.30pm on Thursday 12 August 
until 4.00pm Saturday 14 August.  We are looking forward to hosting around 500 
delegates from all over Australia. This will provide us with an opportunity to show off 
the technological skills of our teachers as well as learn more about how we can integrate 
digital technology into teaching and learning.   Donèt forget that we have swapped the 
Pupil Free Day from earlier in the term to this date, so school will not be open to 
students on Friday 13 August. 
 
I hope you are all aware of the official opening of the Multi Purpose Hall next Tuesday 
17 August commencing at 11.30am.  I would love to see large numbers of parents 
attend the opening of this fantastic facility.  We will be operating tours of the latest 
changes around the College before the official ceremony commencing outside the new 
hall starting from 10.45am.   
 
Students who will be in Years 7, 9, 10 and 11 next year (2011) are reminded of the 
Subject Selection Expo to be held in the Multi Purpose Hall next Thursday 19 August 
commencing at 7pm.  This is a very important event as it will allow students and parents 
to learn about the many subjects available to them as well as hear about other 
information they need to know for next year.  Students should wear day uniform to the 
expo.  By the way, students moving into Year 8 are most welcome to attend, but the 
subject changes from Year 7 to 8 are not very complex and they can learn about this at 
school. 
 
Warmer Weather 
With the weather now getting warmer, snakes have been seen in our local area and 
students are reminded to stick to the concrete pathways and away from bushland.  
 
 
Jamie Dorrington 
Headmaster 
 

WHATôS COMING UP  
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Monday 16 August 2010 

 Years 4 ã 7 Gold Coast North 
Athletics Carnival ã Day 1 

 

Tuesday 17 August 2010 

 ICAS Mathematics Test 

 Opening Ceremony of Multi Purpose 
Hall 

 Years 4 ã 7 Gold Coast North 
Athletics Carnival ã Day 2 

 Griffith University Science Trivia 
Challenge 

 

Wednesday 18 August 2010 

 Years 8 ã 12 Debating Semi-Finals 

 

Thursday 19 August 2010 

 Academic Course Expo 

 2010  Gold Coast High Schools Chess 
Teams Final 

 

Friday 20 August 2010 

 Rugby Academy visit to UQ 
 

 
 
 

DIRECT PHONE NOS. 
 

Main Admin  5573 8600 
Prep to Year 6 Admin 5573 8610 
Years 7 to 12 Admin 5573 8633 
Staff Administration 5573 8668 
Absentee Line 5573 8600 
Performing Arts 5573 8672 
Accounts 5573 8686 
Health Centre 5573 8615 
Uniform Shop 5573 8640 
After School Care 5573 8647 
Childcare Centre 5573 8650 
Canteen 5573 8641 

 



 

FROM THE CHAPEL 
 

Rick Norsigian is a commercial painter who lives in Fresno, 
California. Rick Norsigian is also a very blessed and a very 
rich man. 
 

Ten years ago, Norsigian went to a garage sale for the 
purpose of buying a barber chair. He didn't get the chair, 
but he did pick up some old glass photographic plates. 
 

For years, he stored the two boxes containing those 
newspaper-wrapped glass plates under his pool table. He's 
not storing them there any longer 
 

It appears the plates are original Ansel Adams plates - some 
that escaped the fire that destroyed the great photographer's 
studio. This means that the photographic plates Norsigian 
paid $45 for, could be worth somewhere around $200 
million. 
 

Perhaps you are wondering why something like this doesn't 
happen to you. However, if you are a Christian, then be 
assured that it already has. 
 

When others look at us, they may not see very much. We 
may appear to be just an average person. But when God 
looks, He sees somebody quite different. He sees a soul so 
valuable, He was willing to sacrifice His only Son so that it 
might be saved. What are you worth to God? I think Jesus 
answered that question when He freely gave His life on the 
Cross. 
 

Of course, this kind of worth is not something that you can 
take to the bank, and it won't get you onto the cover of a 
fashion magazine, but it still counts. 
 

Indeed, it means everything. 
 

Because Jesus sacrificed Himself for us, we have been 
forgiven, we have been redeemed, and we have been 
promised eternal life. 
 

In short, we are more blessed and far richer than Rick 
Norsigian ... unless Rick is a Christian, too. 
 

Every blessing 
 

Father Andrew Kinmont 
College Chaplain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE DEPUTY HEADMASTER 
 

Creative Thinking 
Developing the skill of thinking creatively is quite possible 
according to Dr Edward de Bono, it is not just natural ability. 
Education is evolving quite rapidly, as is the world around us, 
and one of the drivers is new and available technology. Access 
to knowledge has already changed through access to the 
internet ãit is bountiful and plentiful, whereas in previous 
decades accessing knowledge was largely a cumbersome 
process through the classroom teacher as a resource or the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, or mum and dadès wisdom (weève all 
seen the television advertisement by Telstra about the Great 
Wall of China keeping the rabbits out!).  
 

Knowledge is of course critical, but it is readily available at the 
press of almost any button. Creative thinking on the other hand 
is far from ubiquitous. Developing the ability to be a creative 
thinker is in high demand in our changing world and there are 
many examples in the leading edge corporations relating to all 
facets of design, production and marketing. I encourage 
students to consider opportunities to find out more about this 
intriguing way of thinking. For starters, access information on 
Edward de Bono ã that is a great start. Also, listen to de Bono 
on YouTube. Here is one of his examples: 
Are the following simple mathematical equations the same? 
Why? (Answer is at the end of this article). 

2 + 6 =8                  8 =6+2  
 

Student Success 
Congratulations to the students who participated at the House 
Athletics Carnivals last week. It was great to see so many 
students striving to perform at their best, not merely for 
themselves, but for their House and others around them. This is 
a great quality and the spirit shown by our students of all ages is 
truly magnificent. 
 

Even more impressive were the large number of students who 
have been identified as being a çQuiet Achieverè or having 
accomplished Academic Honours at the conclusion of Semester 
One. Regardless of whether or not a student receives formal 
recognition, it is far more important that every student strives to 
work hard and gives it their best effort. Parents can assist by 
reading their homework diary each night and then reading over 
their work, or an assignment. Regardless of your knowledge on 
the topic, parents have a great deal to offer with real life 
relevance. If you find homework is not being written in the 
diary on a regular basis, please contact your childès classroom 
teacher or tutor teacher to discuss this issue, as teachers 
certainly give homework consistently.  
 

Answer to the problem above: How did you go? 
Most people cannot distinguish between: 6+2 = 8 and 8 = 
6+2 The difference can be rather important. The addition of 
6 and 2 cannot produce any answer other than 8. But 8 can 
be made up of combinations other than 6 and 2 (5+3, 4+4, 
7+1). Why is this important? Because people start to believe 
that if you have a 'right' answer there is no need to think 
further because you can never be more than right. Having the 
right answer means you do not have to listen to other answers 
because they can never be 'more than right'. The result is a 
severe limitation on thinking. Source: 
http://www.edwarddebono.com/WeeklyMessage.php 

 

Andrew Bell 
Deputy Headmaster 

Sunday Chapel Service Times 
Sunday Worship is at the çfamily friendlyè time of 
9.00am every Sunday in the College Chapel.  All 

welcome.  
Weddings, Baptisms, Illness or Bereavement 
The clergy are available not only for the times of 
celebration such as Weddings and Baptisms, but 
also in times of need.  Father Andrew Kinmont is 

available at all times on 
0417 711 699. 

May God's Blessing and Peace be with you. 



 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF STUDIES 
 

Habits of Mind  
Education is about helping people develop and exercise 
their intelligence and developing intelligence involves 
cultivating specific habits of mind while acknowledging that 
we are all individuals. For example, consider persistence, 
some of us are doggedly persistent, others are strategically 
persistent and some of us are quietly persistent, others 
intensely persistent and others foolishly persistent (we are all 
still perfecting this habit.)  Character traits are like broad 
physical traits; they can be shared by many people and yet 
look quite different in different individuals.  For example we 
all have a pair of eyes but very few pairs of eyes look alike.  
 

It is also important to acknowledge the direct link between 
ability and action.  We may know that we have the ability to 
do certain things but sometimes we donèt do them.  For 
example, a person might have the capacity to make 
thoughtful decision but she doesnèt bother to do it because 
she is not motivated to do so.  A person may know how to 
pose problems and ask questions but he doesnèt bother.  A 
person may have the ability to be persistent but lack the will 
or inclination to do so.  Abilities alone are not enough.  
Defining intelligence as a matter of ability without honouring 
all the other elements that bring it to life, fails to bring it to 
life.  These are important life skills that our students need. 
Arthur Costaès 16 Habits of Mind provides a language to 
discuss the development of this intelligence.  The first one 
Ièd like to highlight is Thinking Flexibly.  
 

Thinking Flexibly 
"Soften the rigidities within yourself and the 
universe will give you strength and vigour."  
Arabic Proverb 
 

Successful people consider alternative points of view. 
Sometimes children think that their way to solve a problem 
seems to be the only way. They may decide that their 
answer is the only correct answer. They are more interested 
in knowing whether their answer is correct, rather than 
being challenged to find other answers. They avoid 
ambiguous situations and have a need for certainty rather 
than tolerating doubt. Their minds are made up and they 
resist being influenced by reasoning that contradicts their 
beliefs. 
 

As children become more flexible in their thinking they 
consider another person's point of view or rationale. They 
can state several ways of solving the same problem and can 
evaluate the merits and consequences of two or more 
courses of action. When making decisions they will often use 
such words as "however," "on the other hand," or, "If you 
look at it another way....". They change their mind in light of 
convincing data, argument or rationale. Discuss with your 
son/daughter how thinking flexibly aids your success in your 
profession or career and describe how you handle situations 
when working with others who are not flexible. 

Adapted from: 
http://www.habits-ofmind.net/pdf/Habits_of_Success_Parents.pdf 
 

Sherrie Cuthbert 
Director of Studies 

FROM THE JUNIOR COLLEGE 
 

Year 5 Camp 
Last week all students in Year 5 attended their annual camp in 
Northern New South Wales, at Lennox Head. The weather was 
fantastic and the students had a great time at Lake Ainsworth 
Sport and Recreation Centre. It was wonderful to see so many 
of them challenging themselves and supporting other students 
in their effort to reach their personal goals. I would like to thank 
the staff who organised and attended Year 5 Camp ã Matt Noel, 
Katrina Thomson, Judy Russell, Melissa Tronc and Chris Gray. 
The care and support they provided the students was greatly 
appreciated! 
 
Public Speaking 
Throughout the last couple of weeks all students in the 
Consolidations Programme have been presenting their public 
speaking speeches. Public Speaking is an important skill that all 
students will use at some stage throughout their life. It can be a 
very rewarding experience that allows individuals to showcase 
their skills or knowledge in a public forum. I am always 
impressed by the quality and standard of speeches presented by 
students of this age group. I am quite sure if asked, many of you 
could recite your childès speech without palm cards, after 
hearing it many times being rehearsed at home or in the car on 
the drive to school. I would also like to thank each student for 
the support and encouragement they provided each other with 
as an audience member. Qualities such as these are what truly 
represent a Saint Stephenès student. 
 
Kylie Waide 
Dean of Junior College 
 

SPORTS DEPARTMENT 
 

Year 8-12 Inter-House Athletics Carnival 
Congratulations to all students. Bell and Greasley were 
deserving winners of the two major team awards, although all 
four Houses were deserving of praise for the effort they 
exhibited throughout the carnival. 
 
An outstanding level of competition resulted in many new 
records being set over the two days of competition.    
 
Aggregate Trophy 

1st BELL 1,967 Points 

2nd HALEY 1,832 Points 

3rd HUGHES 1,685 Points 

4th GREASLEY 1,582 Points 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.habits-ofmind.net/pdf/Habits_of_Success_Parents.pdf


 

Spirit Trophy 

1st  GREASLEY 

2nd  HUGHES 

3rd  HALEY 

4th  BELL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Age Champions  
AGE 1st 2nd 3rd 
13 Yr 
Female 

Claudia East 
HA 

Claudia 
Cambon HA 

Maddison 
Carter BE 

13 Yr 
Male 

Matthew Kelly 
BE 

Daniel Baxter 
HU 

Anarion Gray 
GR 

14 Yr 
Female 

Shayleigh 
Sullivan  HU 

Rachel Hussey 
BE 

Tayla Brunt 
GR 

14 Yr  
Male 

James Thomas 
BE 

Matthew Burns 
HU 

Callum 
MacDonald 
HA 

15 Yr 
Female 

Simone 
Kirchner HA 

Sarah Hussey 
BE 

Monica Milne-
Soberanas HA 

15 Yr  
Male 

Hennie Van der 
Schyff HA 

Trystan Bass 
BE 

Yuki Takaoka 
BE 

16 Yr 
Female 

Natahlia 
Simonite HA 

Annari de Jonge 
HA 

Madeline Lacy 
HA 

16 Yr 
Male 

Hayden 
Collinge BE 

James Mayne 
HA 

Mario 
Jewaskiewitz 
BE 

Open 
Female  

Courtney 
Cooney GR 

Jamie Stone 
HU 

Alana Chapman 
HU 
Hannah Braiding-
Watson HU 

Open 
Male  

Matthew Blair 
GR 

Michael Turner 
BE 

Nicholas Wood 
BE 

 
Records 

17 Yr M Long Jump Matthew Blair 6.01m 
17 Yr M 1500m Koki Maekawa 4:04.05 
13 Yr M 400m Calvin Quirk 1:04.01 
14 Yr M 400m  James Thomas 1:01.08 
16 Yr M 100m Hayden Collinge 11.52 
17 Yr M Triple Jump Matthew Blair 12.05m 
16 Yr M Long Jump Hayden Collinge 5.61m 
15 Yr M Shot Put Yuki Takaoka 13.61m 
13 Yr F Javelin Maddison Carter 21.64m 
13 Yr M 800m Calvin Quirk 2:27.00 
 
Rod Seib 
Director of Sport  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

RUGBY NEWS 

 

The season may be over, but many of our boys are still in the 
news for their Rugby achievements.  Dean Cockin, Duncan 
McNicol , Jed Rushford and Cole Neuper were selected to 
represent South Coast at the recent QLD Secondary Schoolès 
Carnival. South Coast went on to win for a record fifth time. 
Matt Blair  and Jason Hunt also represented Met West in the 
same Carnival through their club involvement. Six players from 
the one School was indeed a great achievement. 
 
From these trials Dean, Duncan and Jed were selected to 
represent QLD Combined Schools in the Schoolboys Carnival. 
All three acquitted themselves to the highest standard. 
 
Dean was then rewarded with a place in the QLD Schoolboys 
Team to play in the National Schoolboys Carnival. This was a 
tremendous achievement and Dean has the honour of being 
the first Saint Stephen's College QLD Schoolboy. 
 
Our junior players were not to be out done with Daniel Baxter 
and Jacob Grima recently selected to represent South Coast at 
the QLD U/13 Carnival. Their club side is undefeated and head 
into this weekendès Grand Final. We also wish Bailey Healy, 
Matt Baxter, Curtis Rogers, Hennie van der Schyff and Zack 
Rutenberg all the best as they also play in their teams respective 
Grand Finals. 
 
Sevens Rugby has taken off in recent years and is soon to be an 
Olympic sport. At the recent launch of the Gold Coast Sevens, 
Dean and Duncan were invited to represent Gold Coast 
Schoolboys. A Celebrity Sevens Match and function allowed 
them to mix shoulders with some of the greats of Gold Coast 
Sport. A very enjoyable day on Northcliffe Beach was had by all. 

 

 
 

Dean and Duncan at the Gold Coast Sevens Launch. 
 
Our boys have started their off season weights programme and 
are looking forward to the 2011 season already. We look 
forward to seeing you there. 
 
Mick Skehan 
Director of Rugby Academy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SSC GOLF STUDENTS UPDATE 

 

There were some notable performances by some Saint 
Stephen's College golf students over the past weekend. 
 

Annie Choi (Year 9) and Jimmy Chung (Year 10) won first place 
in the Rod Pampling Junior Classic at Horton Park Golf Club. In 
addition to this, Yerin Suh (Year 9) won the best NETT score 
and Eagle Yoon (Year 9) almost shot a hole in one and won the 
nearest to pin. 
 

Congratulations to all these golfers. The school is building a 
great reputation for golf on the Gold Coast at the moment. 
 

Robert Stewart 
Coordinator  
Saint Stephen's College Golf School of Excellence 
 

PASTORAL CARE 
 

A Successful Year 5 Camp 
It was an absolute pleasure to head down to Lake Ainsworth, 
Lennox Head with the Year 5 students and teachers. We had 
three days of absolute fun and energetic activity. I was so 
impressed and proud of our students with the way they 
represented themselves and our College. It was encouraging to 
see so many of the students challenging themselves to step 
outside their comfort zone and achieve success in the activities. 
From archery, orienteering, rock climbing and snorkelling the 
students participated with great gusto and smiles were the order 
of the day. 
 

Thanks so much to Katrina Thomson, Judy Russell, Melissa 
Tronc and Matthew Noel for their leadership and care of the 
students during this activity. 
 

Talking Parenting ã Resilience 
First Session ã Wednesday 18 August 
Mark it in your diary if you are interested in attending our 
parent sessions on helping to build resilience in our children. It 
is an opportunity for parents to come together and share 
strategies and hear new ones to help assist the personal 
development of our children. The sessions will be held in the 
staff common room, entry via the eastern upstairs door. Come 
for one, come for all. It is up to you.  
 

Date Session Topic Time 
Wednesday 
18 August 

Resilience ã an introduction 6.30pm-7.45pm 

Wednesday 
25 August Promoting optimism in kids 6.30pm-7.45pm 

Tuesday 
31 August  

Helping kids cope 6.30pm-7.45pm 

Wednesday 
8 September Dealing with teasing 6.30pm-7.45pm 

Wednesday 
15 September Decision-making in families 6.30pm-7.45pm 

Wednesday 
6 October 

Helping kids learn to lose well 6.30pm-7.45pm 

Wednesday 
13 October Forgetful kids 6.30pm-7.45pm 

 

If you are interested in attending or require further information 
about these sessions please email me at cgray@ssc.qld.edu.au . 
 

Chris Gray 
Head of Pastoral Care, Prep to Year 6  

mailto:cgray@ssc.qld.edu.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

On 4 - 6 August, Year 5 students 
attended Lake Ainsworth which is 
situated at Lennox Heads, in Northern 
NSW.  

The students participated in a range of 
exciting and challenging activities 
including: canoeing, rock climbing, 
orienteering, archery, marine studies 
and snorkelling. The enthusiasm and 
engagement of all students was 
absolutely fabulous, with many 
achieving new personal goals. 

The Year 5 students should feel proud of 
the manner in which they conducted 
themselves in everything that they did; 
they are wonderful ambassadors for 
their College.  

It truly was an amazing camp. 



 

 

 

 

  


