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FROM THE HEADMASTER 
 
Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends 
 
What should we expect of our students? 
I spoke at the recent Years 11/12 and Year 10 information evenings about the need for 
Australia to recognise the intense competition that our students will face as they leave 
school over the coming decades.  I contrasted the rather complacent approach adopted by 
the USA and other western countries (Australia included) with their contemporaries in 
India, China and other emerging economic powers.  The documentary ç2 Million Minutesè, 
which was recently shown to our Seniors, investigates what happens in the time (2 million 
minutes) that each student spends in high school in three different countries.  From the 
opening scene it becomes apparent that the American students (both çAè graders) are more 
focused on the social life than their studies, while the students in India and China focus 
primarily on academic achievement. 
 

We all want our children to have a childhood, but to me that means a balance between 
healthy social activity, sport and study.  I suggest that we rarely consider what the balance 
should be.  I believe that in Years 11 and 12 the balance should be 80:20 (with the 80% 
being the study component).  I am not in a position to completely enforce this mix, as 
most of each studentès life is still spent at home and the balance needs to be struck with 
the cooperation of parents.  I do, however, have a responsibility to point out that Year 11 
and 12 students (1) are in competition with others globally and (2) that the bulk of their 
competitors are training harder than them.  If you were listening to an athlete who had 
entered a race and justified their underperformance by complaining that their competitors 
were training harder than them, you would tell them to get off their seat and train just as 
hard.  We seem strangely reluctant to send that message to our older sons and daughters, 
and this reluctance can sometimes send them the message that they will be fine, just as 
long as they keep their pulse slow and donèt sweat too much.  They will not be fine if they 
do too little! 
 

I want our Seniors to think of themselves as elite athletes training for a world class event.  
Not all of these athletes will win a gold medal, but they do need to strive for academic 
personal bests.  Too many students treat Years 11 and 12 like a çfun runè.  They think they 
can enter the race without adequate preparation and drift across the finish line in their 
own good time.  Instead they should pick the event that best matches their aspirations and 
talent, set challenging goals, and then develop a training schedule that will ensure they 
perform creditably.   I want all of our graduates to finish Year 12 tired and with a real sense 
of achievement, not because they finished a fun run, but because they held their own in a 
world class competition. 
 

The DVD ç2 Million Minutesè is available in the Collegeès Resource Centre and I encourage 
you to borrow it, watch it, and use it as a reference point when you decide the 
appropriate balance for your child. 
 

Best regards 
 

Jamie Dorrington 
Headmaster 

WHATôS COMING UP  
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

 
 

Monday 1 March 2010 

 Regional Swim Carnival at TSS 
(Years 4 to 12) ã Day 1 

 Book Fair 
 Senior Musical Rehearsals 

 

Tuesday 2 March 2010 

 Year 12 Shakespeare Performance 
 Book Fair 

 

Wednesday 3 March 2010 

 Regional Swim Carnival at TSS 
(Years 4 to 12) ã Day 2 

 Year 6 Camp 
 Rugby Trial (Vs Gold Coast Eagles) 
 Book Fair 

 

Thursday 4 March 2010 

 Scholarship Applications close at 
5pm today 

 Year 6 Camp 
 Book Fair 
 Senior Musical Rehearsal 

 

[Friday 5 March 2010 

 Year 6 Camp 
 Book Fair 

 
 
 DIRECT PHONE NOS. 

 
Main Admin  5573 8600 
Prep to Year 6 Admin 5573 8610 
Years 7 to 12 Admin 5573 8633 
Staff Administration 5573 8668 
Performing Arts 5573 8672 
Accounts 5573 8686 
Health Centre 5573 8615 
Uniform Shop 5573 8640 
After School Care 5573 8647 
Childcare Centre 5573 8650 
Canteen 5573 8641 
 
 

 
 



 

FROM THE CHAPEL 
 

A belated story for Valentine's Day... 

78 year-old Aleida Huissen of Rotterdam has been smoking for 50 
years. For almost all of that time, she has been trying to give up the 
habit. 

Like so many, Huissen had failed time and again. She kept failing, 
that is, until recently. Happily, Huissen has now given up her 
cigarettes, her cigars, and her pipes. 

The secret of her success, although it probably won't be of any 
help to anyone else who is trying to give up smoking, is Leo 
Jansen. 

Leo Jansen, aged 79, asked Aleida to marry him, but he refused to 
tie the knot until his true love stopped smoking. Huissen said, 
"Willpower never was enough to get me off the tobacco habit. 
Love did it." 

Chalk up another victory for love. Love has seen many other such 
victories over the centuries. Love has ended wars. Love has made 
life bearable for millions. Love can transform our days from 
something bearable to something wonderful. 

The power of love is active every day and not just on the day 
named after the Christian Martyr, Valentine. 

Of course, when we talk of love, we would be remiss if we didn't 
point to the greatest love this world has ever seen. This is the love 
that humanity has received from our loving Heavenly Father. 

God's love is incredibly unique. 

God's love gives when people don't want it. God's love gives 
when people feel they don't need it. God's love reaches out to 
those who are unwanted, uncared for, and physically unattractive. 
God's love is not stopped by political boundaries, by the passing of 
years, or even by the grave. 

God's love is personified in Jesus, and when it finds a place in our 
hearts, it forgives, transforms, and restores. 

May the week ahead be filled with the knowledge that you are 
loved by God. 

With every blessing 

Father Andrew Kinmont 
College Chaplain 
 

 
 
 
 

FROM THE DEPUTY HEADMASTER 
 

Assembly Message 
At last weekès Years 7 to 12 Headmasterès assembly I spoke about 
a message relating to the çhouse that each student was building for 
themselvesè. I predicated this message with a story that I relayed to 
them about a builder. I have included it below for you to peruse. 
Afterward, I asked students to reflect upon what it was that they 
were building for themselves and provided two main rationales. 
The first was related to providing themselves with as many 
opportunities for the future, by giving their best from day to day. 
The second was related to feeding the soul. When you give your 
best you feed your soul and it is a hollow feeling you are left with 
when you know within yourself that you take shortcuts.  
 

The Retiring Carpenter Story 
An elderly carpenter was ready to retire.  He told his employer-
contractor of his plans to leave the house building business and 
live a more leisurely life with his wife enjoying his extended family. 
He would miss the paycheque, but he needed to retire. He would 
get by. 
 

The contractor was sorry to see his good worker go and asked if he 
could build just one more house as a personal favour. The 
carpenter said yes, but in time it was easy to see that his heart was 
not in his work. He resorted to shoddy workmanship and used 
inferior materials. It was an unfortunate way to end a dedicated 
career. 
 

When the carpenter finished his work, the employer came to 
inspect the house. He handed the front door key to the carpenter. 
"This is your house," he said, "my gift to you." The carpenter was 
shocked! What a shame! If he had only known he was building his 
own house, he would have done it all so differently. 
 

So it is with us. We build our lives a day at a time, often putting 
less than our best into the building. Then, with a shock, we realise 
we have to live in the house we have built. If we could do it over, 
we'd do it much differently. But we cannot go back. You are the 
carpenter. Each day you hammer a nail, place a board, erect a 
wall. "Life is a do-it-yourself project," someone has said. Your 
attitude and the choices you make today build the "house" you live 
in tomorrow.  
 

Build wisely! 
 

~author unknown  
http://storiesfortrainers.com/retiredcarpenterstory.aspx 
 
Why did I reveal this analogy to the more senior students of the 
College? The previous week I asked numerous students to honestly 
and anonymously record how much work and preparation they 
completed during the past seven evenings at home. While this was 
merely a çdip sampleè, it revealed an expected result ã a wide 
range of responses. I encourage parents to question students if 
they are appear to not be doing a lot at home or saying they have 
çno homeworkè. Generally, Years 7 and 8 would expect to 
complete on average 1 hour to 1.5 hours per night throughout the 
week and similar again over the weekend combined, allowing for 
a night off over the weekend. Years 9 and 10 increases to 2 hours 
and Years 11 and 12 around 3 hours per night as a guide. This 
includes assignment work. If you feel that the amount of 
homework your child is receiving is not similar to these guidelines, 
I encourage you to contact your childès tutor/teacher for further 
discussions. Part of the rationale for this homework guide is to also 
educate students on productive work habits which have been 
proven to yield better results, as opposed to last minute cramming 
the night before a test or assignment. 

Service Times 
Sunday Chapel Services 

Sunday Worship is at the çfamily friendlyè time of 
9.00am every Sunday in the College Chapel. 

All welcome.  
Weddings, Baptisms, Illness or Bereavement 
The clergy are available not only for the times of 
celebration such as Weddings and Baptisms, but 
also in times of need.  Father Andrew Kinmont is 

available at all times on 
0417 711 699. 

May God's Blessing and Peace be with you. 



 

Students going home ill ãYears 7 to 12 
I have become aware of a small number of students who have 
become ill throughout the school day and subsequently called 
Mum or Dad to collect them from school part way through the 
day. Our expectation is that students who become ill utilise the 
services of the College Nurse, Hilary Miller, and the call home will 
be made if the nurse deems it a necessary course of action.  If your 
child rings you, I encourage you to ask the question, åHave you 
seen the nurse?è and go from there. Sometimes it will be necessary 
to go home, while at other times going back to class after a short 
rest is also recommended. Finally, any student in Years 7 to 12 
who leaves the College to go home early must sign out via the 
Reception Office located on the lower floor of the new Student 
Welfare building. 
 

Messages to students after 3.00pm - Years 7 to 12 
If you require an urgent message to go to your child, please ensure 
that you inform the office before 3.00pm. That is the absolute 
latest we can get a message to any student in Years 7 to 12 whilst 
still in class. Please çcoachè your children to automatically go to 
the office after school finishes to check for a message if their 
ride has not turned up as expected or similar. With so many 
events going on after hours all over the College, it is near 
impossible to find a student, particularly when the Receptionist 
cannot leave the office to go and physically search. Of course, if it 
is a genuinely urgent message we will do whatever we can, 
however, often the message requests are more related to 
convenience than of an urgent nature. I thank you for your 
assistance with this.  
 

Andrew Bell 
Deputy Headmaster 
 

ASSISTANT TO THE HEADMASTER - 
CURRICULUM 

 

Dimensions of Learning - Dol@SSC 

Dimension Five ã Habits of Mind 

Deep down you know you can be remarkable. You shouldnèt 
settle for anything less than your best self, reaching ever closer 
to your potential ã whether as a leader or in any other part of 
your life.  Kevin Eikenberry. 

The most effective learners have developed powerful habits of 
mind that enables them to think critically, creatively and to have 
the capacity to self regulate their thinking. 

In Dimension Five of Dimensions of Learning the focus is on 
developing within our students effective Habits of Mind.  When 
certain approachs to thinking become habitual, we tend to 
unconsciously draw upon them to make the right decisions to 
solve a problem.  

Habits of Mind are the thinking tools of intelligent people. As 
parents and educators, we want our children and students to think 
intelligently and develop habitual thinking behaviours that assist 
them to learn and solve problems. By teaching students about 
Habits of Mind we are exposing them to powerful means of 
solving problems as well as presenting them with potentially 
valuable life skills. 

Here are some of the Habits of Mind: 
Á Persisting 
Á Managing impulsivity 
Á Listening with understanding and empathy 
Á Thinking flexibly 
Á Thinking about thinking 
Á Striving for accuracy 
Á Questioning and posing problems 

Á Applying past knowledge to new situations 
Á Thinking with clarity and precision 
Á Gathering data through all senses 
Á Creating, imagining, innovating 
Á Responding with wonderment and awe 
Á Taking responsible risks 
Á Finding Humour 

The College is systematically addressing each of these Habits in an 
explicit way, using the language of the Habit in the classroom. The 
junior classes have posters of the Habits displayed in each of their 
rooms and refer to them when teaching. The senior classes are in 
the process of having their posters made to display. Each semester 
there are specific Habits of Mind that the teachers zone in on. This 
semester we are zoning in on striving for accuracy in all aspects of 
the College life.  

I urge you to further these conversations at home relating to your 
own experiences in striving for accuracy and the rewards this has 
reaped. 

Remember . . . the difference between failure and success is doing 
a thing nearly right and doing a thing exactly right. 

This article acknowledges the work of Casta and Killick, Learning 
and Leading with Habits of Mind. 2009. 
Roz Comport 
Assistant to the Headmaster ã Curriculum  
 

PASTORAL CARE 
 

The Better Buddies Program  
This year we are excited to 
be involved in the çBetter 
Buddies Programè which is 
overseen by the Alannah and 
Madeline Foundation and 
sponsored by the National 
Australia Bank. This 
programme has been created 
to develop and strengthen the relationship between the Year 1 
students and their buddies, students from Year 6. At various times 
during each term the Year 1 and Year 6 classes will get together to 
work on shared activities or the Year 6 students will act as 
çteacherè, assisting their buddies in taking on the challenges of Year 
1 work. 

One of the aims of using this programme is for it to be a 
springboard for future years and the further strengthening of 
connections across the whole College.  In the past we have had 
year level activities lead by students from the senior section of the 
College and they have been very beneficial for all involved. As 
Year 1and Year 6 become Year 2 and Year 7 in 2011, it is 
envisaged that they will continue to interact with each other as 
buddies and that this will continue until the eventual graduation of 
the current Year 6cohort. All in all, a very exciting prospect. 

Please keep an eye out in the Acta Ludi for photos and stories in 
connection to the çBetter Buddies Programè and if you would like 
some more information about it please go online to 
www.amf.org.au/ and follow the links. 

Chris Gray 
Head of Pastoral Care ã Prep to Year 6 

DEAN OF JUNIOR COLLEGE 
 

As we pass the half way mark of Term One, the students are well 
underway with their learning programmes in the classroom.  Daily 
routines have now been established and the expectations of each 
student, in regard to their learning at school and home have been 

http://www.amf.org.au/


 

spoken about and agreed upon.  All year levels have started their 
homework programmes for the year, whether it may be nightly 
reading with our younger students or spelling, mathematics and 
reading homework for our older students.  Reading forms a key 
component of each year levels homework programme and it is an 
area that we require your support with at home. Listening to your 
child read each night or joining in and reading with them, shows 
them that you also see reading as being an important part of their 
learning. Some thoughts and questions you can ask your child 
about their reading:  

By discussing a passage or page before and after reading it, 
children have a greater opportunity to gain a deeper 
understanding of what is read. 

Before reading, talk about the book and what the story might be 
about. Talking about the cover is always a great starting point. 

During reading, allow your child time to work out words that 
they may not be familiar with. Allow them to make mistakes and 
self-correct. 

After reading, discuss the story. This is a very important part of 
the reading process as you are providing your child with the 
opportunity to show that they have comprehended what they 
have just read.  Some questions you may askÜ 

åWhat caught your interest the most?æ 

åWho was your favourite character and why?æ 

åWhat made you happy, surprised you in the storyæ?  

This is just a few ideas on the way you can assist your child with 
their nightly reading homework and this is consistent with the 
methods used by the classroom teachers in their daily reading 
programmes. If you require more strategies, please speak with 
your childès classroom teacher, as they will happily assist you in 
this area.  

Grandparents and Special Friends Day 
Last day of Term One ã Friday 26 March  
All families of students in Prep to Year 7 should have received a 
letter this week about Grandparents and Special Friends Day for 
2010. Attached to this letter is an attendance sheet where the 
names of those Grandparents and Special Friends attending on this 
day need to be carefully completed. Please return the attendance 
sheet to your childès classroom teacher as soon as possible, as it 
assists us with preparations for this day. If you have not received 
this letter you can download a copy off the College website by 
clicking on this event on the College calendar or by collecting a 
note from the Prep to Year 6 Administration Office. 

 

Class Achievement Awards  
At our weekly assemblies, certificates are presented to students to 
acknowledge their performance across a range of activities. 
Academic achievement, work ethic, concern for others, use of the 
çHabits of Mindè and involvement in College activities are just 
some examples of strengths which are acknowledged.  
Congratulations to the following students who received a 
classroom award at this weekès assembly: 
 

Year 1 
Eden Anseline, Nicole, Cardamone, Jessica Craft, Gracie Hunt, 
Billy Walker, Luka Crane  
Year 2 
Jemma McDonald, Maximus Noble, Lara Norrlin, Luke Williams, 
Shannon Burns, Couper Galea  

Year 3 
Tom Bath, Stacy Crowson, Reece Ganis, Daiki Ishii, Jordan Long, 
Ella OèHare, Lilli Trickey 
Year 4 
Jack Carter, Luke Ceprnich, Christian Daly, Lewis Hoath, Clara 
Murace, Yuri Takagi, Emma Whitehead, Isabella Wiesenthal 
Year 5 
Alex Armbrust, Olivia Biviano, Adrienne Dare, Heinrich de 
Jonge, Kyle Macauslane, Sean Mahony, Summer Nolan, Jordan 
Rayner, Chelsea Ryan 
Year 6 
Sarah Bishop, Cooper Cook, Thaleia Fogarty, Brooke Schembri, 
Luke Thompson, Sam White, Stepheny Wilmot 

 
Kylie Waide 
Dean of Junior College 
 

SCIENCE NEWS 
 

Itès hard to believe it was only two short weeks ago Brian Rose and 
I were informed that we were this yearès Saint Stephenès College 
Science Ambassadors. After only a short time in this position we 
have already planned a series of dissections. The first of which was 
a heart dissection that happened this week. We had our first 
unofficial meeting with Mr Wyatt and Mrs Beechen to discuss the 
events of Science Week and to brainstorm ideas for the annual 
Science Ambassador project. We have also spoken in front of the 
Senior College at assembly. With a full calendar and exciting new 
innovative ideas for activities and our Science Ambassador project, 
Brian, Mr Wyatt, Mrs Beechan, the Science faculty staff and I are 
looking forward to an exciting and successful year for the Science 
program. 
 

Natalie Stiles 
2010 Science Ambassador 
 

RESOURCE CENTRE 
 

The Pirate Book Fair has arrived and will be with us until Friday 
5 March. Come in and see the great range of books, activity 
packs and stationery. Prices start from as little as 50c! Every 
purchase benefits the Library and World Vision. 
 

The Book Fair is open: 
Monday ã Thursday: 8.00am to 5.00pm 
Friday: 8.00am ã 3:15pm 

 

EFTPOS facilities available. 
 

As part of Book Fair we are celebrating Dr Seussè birthday on 
Tuesday March 2. Although he is no longer with us, we can still 
remember his birthday ã he would have turned 106 on 
Tuesday! Famous for such books as Green Eggs and Ham and 
The Cat in the Hat, Dr Seuss is one of our favourites here, so 
on Tuesday at lunch we will be having a reading of some of his 
books and there will be some activities for students to 
complete: come and try a Dr Seuss maze, dot to dot or some 
colouring in!  
 

Happy Reading! 
The Library Team 



 

 
 

 

 

On Thursday 18 February, 5N, 5R and 5K enjoyed an exciting visit to the 
College by the Musgrave Park Cultural Centre. Year 5ès focus for this term 
has been Australian history and in particular our indigenous history. Three 
talented young men came to the College and held some indigenous 
workshops for the students. 

The workshops involved aboriginal storytelling, and dance, indigenous 
games and boomerang or bullen throwing. The students had a fantastic 
time and learned a lot through the experience. 

Year Five Teachers 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In January of this year, 
Headmaster Jamie Dorrington 
and I embarked on a trip to 
India with eleven Year 12 
graduating students ã seven 
from Saint Stephen's College, 
two from Matthew Flinders 
Anglican College and two from 
Kelvin Grove State High 
School.   

The trip, part of the Goda 
Foundationès Leadership 
Development programme, was 
designed to awaken the 
studentsè awareness of the 
culture of India, understand its development and learn how 
India is positioned to become a major force in world 
economics, politics and culture. 

Well, as much as we researched about all aspects of India, 
nothing, not one single thing we read, studied, discussed 
and watched could have possibly prepared us for the 
adventure that was our five and half week trip to the Indian 
subcontinent. 

Both Jamie and I have tried many times to explain in a few 
words what this trip was like, and as yet the only two words 
I can come up with are . . . incredible and life-changing. 

We were fortunate to experience India in a very intense 
way.  For three weeks we volunteered with Cross Cultural 
Solutions an NGO based in Delhi.  Each of us was placed 
in different locations and our brief was to teach English to 
children, ranging in ages from about 4 to 18.  The 
experiences here were quite amazing.   

Sarah Chislett and I were placed at the Siri Fort Mobile 
Crèche ã the construction site for the 2010 Commonwealth 
Games Badminton and Squash stadiums.   

Now when I say çon the construction siteè.  I actually mean 
çon the construction siteè.  If you can imagine where our 
new Multipurpose sports facility is being built.  Now 

imagine a site 10 times 
bigger, with hundreds of 
workers with large moving 
equipment, steel, wood, 
bricks, etc, and now imagine 
the coldest winter in 30 
years in New Delhi. For 
three weeks the city was 
shrouded in fog and the 
temperature struggled to get 
to double digits.  Our facility 
sat right in the middle of 
this.  The gate to the Crèche  
was an old board that was 
slid across the çfenceè. The 

fence was just wooden boards fashioned up against brick 
walls. No safety protection what so ever. The children, and 
their families, live on the construction site in tents or 
shacks.  The children come to çschoolè each day in clothes 
that they borrow from the Crèche.  Our classroom was on 
the brick path çplaygroundè outside the two shipping 
containers separated by a tin roof that was çthe Cr¯cheè.  
Sarah sat on the ground at one table and I sat on the 

ground at the other table and our students sat around us.  
When the wind blew we were covered in dirt.  On the 
coldest days, we were moved into the crèche and in order 
to keep the children warm, they lit a fire in the middle of 
the çroomè. I could only watch in amazement as these little 
ones sat with their toes up against the flames and think 
about childproof locks, foam covered çfallè pits and the 
various other çchild protectionè guidelines we follow here in 
Australia ã it all sort of feels rather overprotective really! 

The other placements were in slums, or purpose built 
schools where children were bussed in each day.  Some of 
our grads were working in rooms not much bigger than my 
office, with one electric light bulb and up to 15 or so 
children.  They spoke no English and we spoke no Hindi, 
but somehow it all worked. 



 

To say that Jamie and I were immensely proud of these 
young graduates is simply an understatement.  Each night 
they would work in teams to prepare lessons for the next 
day.  Whilst language was a barrier, somehow lesson plans 
were created, songs were adjusted, stories were read and 
all sorts of wonderful ideas formulated, with very few 
resources.   

This was the youngest group CCS had ever taken.  They 
told us at the end of the three weeks how in the beginning 
they were very concerned about having a group of 17 year 
olds ã but were just glowing in their praise at how mature, 
responsible and fun they had been.  Great friendships were 
formulated over that time. 

We also managed to visit Agra, Amritsar, Varanasi and 
Jaipur.  But it was the experiences that stick with usÜ  train 
delays and cancellations, squat toilets, machine-gun 
carrying guards at market places, bargaining with auto-
rickshaw drivers and market vendors; crossing roads where 
two lanes mean five; families living by the side of the road; 
children begging at traffic lights; the cremations by the 
River Ganges.  The constant confrontation to your senses . . 
beeping horns, smog, smells, poverty and immense wealth 
and just the sheer mass of people that is India. 

At the same time I was really struck with how warm and 
welcoming many Indian people were, how gracious and 
how knowledgeable they are about the history of this 
incredible country. 

 

We all came back very different people.  It is 
surprising how little things in life- clean air, 
clean water, a bed to sleep in and a roof over 
your head all of a sudden become so important.   

Even three weeks later I am still surprised by 
how easy our lives are and how grateful we 
should all be to live here.  All of the grads came 
back with eyes wide open! So grateful for the 
opportunities they have and for the sacrifices 
their parents have made. 

Our thanks as always, to Mr Humphrey Firkins 
for sharing the vision ã to develop character 
and inspire hope for our young people, and to 
our Headmaster Jamie Dorrington who was just 
incredible on this trip.  It is no mean feat to 
move 13 people around that huge country and 
his ability to create options to some pretty 
insurmountable odds was amazing.  But most of 

all to our young graduates who embarked on this 
adventure.  So many things happened to us and yet, each 
obstacle was simply treated as another challenge to 

overcomeÜnot to mention just how much fun you can 
have sitting on a train station in New Delhi for eight hours 
followed by a 26 hour train trip . . . not a complaint, not a 
whinge from any of the weary travellers . . . just lots of 
funny stories, laughter, songs and plenty of çwhatès said in 
India stays in India conversationsèÜ The Indian rail system 
may never be the same again! 

Sally Thibault 
Director of Community Relations  
 


