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THE Saint Stephen’s College 
EarlyAct Club has been active 
since 2013, supporting global 
and local charities. 

As the inaugural president, I
felt there were so many 
opportunities for senior 
students to be involved in 
community service, but none 
for junior students. 

Little did I know that this 
thought would stem into the 
establishment of a local club, 
bringing in hundreds of 
students each year to 
participate in the community. 

Since the get-go the club has
grown each year, from the 
initial 20 to the current 50, 
holding events in and outside of 
the college. 

Younger students have the
opportunity to donate funds, 
time and service to those who 
need it more, while also 

building character and inspiring 
hope for the future generations. 

Not only does the club 
initiate acts of kindness and 
service but lunchtime meetings 
are held for students to come 
together and pitch their ideas.

For the Mother’s Day 
fundraising stall, the EarlyAct 
students created Mum gift 
packs, donating all money to 
the Cancer Council. 

It was a student initiative 
supported wholeheartedly by 
the college community. 

GEORGIA-LILI HOWE 
Student reporter, Saint 
Stephen’s College

MAKHAYA HAUGAARD 
Student reporter 
Saint Stephen's College

Charlotte Wormald as Jane Banks, Monique Kelly as Mary Poppins and Conor Wilkie as Michael Banks. 
Below: Monique and Conor.

The Saint Stephen's College EarlyAct club supports global and 
local charities. (L-R) Zoe Carroll, Rosanna Burling, Isabella Stevens.

YEAR 4, 5 and 6 students at 
Saint Stephen’s College are 
rehearsing their hearts out to 
make sure the stage 
presentation of Mary Poppins Jr 
is the perfect spoonful 
of medicine.

Students will act, sing and 
dance four shows in the Goda 
Firkins Auditorium. 

Their effort comes with the
knowledge the many tiring 
rehearsals and exhausting 
hours will prove to be 
worthwhile when the show 
opens on Wednesday, July 31.

Musical director and college
music teacher Jai Schelbach 
said students had been 
rehearsing every Tuesday 
afternoon since the start of 
term one. 

“The rehearsals are 
progressing well,” he said. 
“They did perform A Spoonful 
of Sugar for our recent college’s 
grandparents and special 
friends day,” he said.

“Many of the grandparents
who attended this concert said 
they didn’t want the item to 
finish since it was so enjoyable.”

Mr Schelbach said ticket 
sales for the musical were 
selling quickly. 

“This year we have added a
Wednesday matinee to our 
Thursday and Friday evening 
performances as our previous 
musical was sold out months in 
advance,” he said. 

“It’s been great to see our 
young cast of students who 
range in age from 9 to 12 years 

develop solid stage skills.” 
All students involved 

participate in the musical in 
some capacity. For example, 
Year 4 students become park 
strollers, Year 5 students bank 
clerks and Year 6 students 
chimney sweeps. 

Disney and Cameron 
Mackintosh’s Mary Poppins Jr
is an enchanting combination 
of irresistible story, 
unforgettable songs and 
breathtaking dance numbers. 

The musical was first put 
together by the Sherman 
Brothers in 2004 and has
been performed around the 
world, winning multiple awards 
and earning its place as a 
popular pick for schools and 
community theatres. 

The magical nanny Mary 
Poppins teaches family 
members how to value each 
other again, while taking the 
two children in her charge, Jane 
and Michael, on memorable 
adventures. 

Her lesson is: “Anything can
happen if you let it.” 

So make sure to schedule 
the following dates in your 
calendar and come along to a 
magical night:
● Wednesday, July 31 — 
matinee and evening show.
● Thursday, August 1 — 
evening show.
● Friday, August 2 — 
evening show.

The junior college musical is
held every second year with the 
previous showstopper, Lion 
King Jr held in 2017. 

In the past, junior college 
musicals have included The 
Lion King, the Rocky Monster 
Show, Monkey Business and

No Strings Attached. 
Senior college musicals are

held in the alternate years. 
All students regardless of 

experience are given the 
chance to be involed in stage 
performing, orchestra, 

backstage crew, makeup, tech 
team and front of house. 

Many thanks and 
congratulations to the 
following members taking 
part in the performance:

Cast: Mary Poppins, 
Monique Kelly; 
Miss Andrew, Emma Riley; 
Bert, Heidi Haywood; 
George Banks, Andre 
Redelinghuys; 
Winifred Banks, 
Bailey Stait-Gardner; 
Jane Banks, 
Charlotte Wormald; 
Michael Banks, Conor Wilkie; 
Robertson Ay, Jake 
Delmiguez; 
Bird Woman, Amelia 
Dunwoodie; 
Von Hussler, Zak Patel; 
Mrs Brill, Matilda Shepperd; 
Mrs Correy, Tiana Cook; 
Northbrook, Luke Oishi; 
Chairman, Reece Kohler; 
Katie Nanna, Jazz Hubbard; 
Miss Smythe, Nata Tiyouri; 
Policeman, Charlotte Hall; 
Neleus, Kai Jermyn. 

TOGETHER FOR CHARITY

THIS week’s edition of 
Inspire has been written 
by Saint Stephen’s 
College students. 
The school’s headmaster, 
Dr Jamie Dorrington had 
a few words ahead of 
publication.
“As educators, we need to 
constantly remind ourselves 
that the perceptions of 
students matter. 

“At Saint Stephen’s 
College, we have built some 
of the best learning facilities 
in the country and 
embraced the best digital 
technology (EduTech) to 
work alongside a team of 
educators, to focus on the 
needs of students. 

“The traditional model of
education was delivered 
through classroom teachers. 
Recent EduTech 
developments allow us to 
shift the focus on to each 
individual student. 

“Our students are our 
ambassadors and the focus 
of all we do. 

“We only give them one
instruction if they are to 
write on our behalf: ‘Be 
honest and write about 
what really happens’.”

PRINCIPAL’S 
MESSAGE

WHAT: After by Anna Todd.
PUBLISHER: Gallery Books.

IF I asked you to tell me the 
most talked about and 
controversial topic in the 
media today, I can almost 
guarantee it would involve 
woman empowerment. 

After, the first of 
a young adult series written 
by Anna Todd, has racked 
up more than one billion 
reads and is now a major 
motion picture. 

Todd shines light on an
independent, feisty 
character who knows 
exactly what she wants. 

She faces the daunting
but exciting start of her 
college journey, with just 
about anything and 
everything planned in that 
binder of hers.

This quickly changes 
when an unexpected, 
brooding British boy crashes 
into her life messing things 
up (that would be an 
understatement!). 

I recommend taking a 
peek as soon as possible.

Georgia Lili-Howe
Student reporter

Got a book review for us? 
Send it to brianna.morris-
grant@news.com.au. 

It is musical time again for Saint Stephen's 
College and this year it the family favourite 
classic Mary Poppins

IT’S ALL 
ABOUT 
MARY


