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FROM THE HEADMASTER 

 

Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends 
 

Week One 
As you are aware, Years 6 to 12 were involved in special programmes last week, Year 
10 students were involved with Work Experience, Year 12 were preparing for their 
Queensland Core Skills Test and the other years were on camp.  Some students from 
Years 9 and 10 were on an Outward Bound Programme funded by The Goda 
Foundation. 
 
I have come to expect good behaviour from our students, but I need to remind myself 
about how extraordinary it is to have over 700 students out of classrooms and to 
receive nothing but excellent reports.  Our teachers and other staff give up their time to 
be away from their families in order to walk, kayak, climb, or run elective sessions for 
students in these year groups.  They do so willingly because our students, almost 
without fail, repay their generosity by behaving like responsible young men and 
women.  As I said to the Year 11s on my final day with them in the Bunya Mountains, 
our College has a climate of çmutual expectationsè this means that students do what is 
reasonable because it is reasonable.  Consequently, we do not have to publish lengthy 
lists of rules and we rarely have to follow up with serious disciplinary consequences.   
 
I want to thank everyone who has helped get Saint Stephenès College to this position; 
staff, students (and in particular the senior students) and parents.  As I have said many 
times, åWhat we have others cannot buyæ.  Letès keep working together to keep what 
we have. 
 
Students returning from Goda Foundation Programmes 
I am pleased to report that all of the students who went on the various programmes 
(noted below) have returned safely. I plan to have an afternoon tea with them in the 
next week or so, so that they can brief Mr Firkins and I about their adventures.  I will 
also be asking them to write a brief report for upcoming editions of Acta Ludi.  The 
Goda Foundation provides phenomenal opportunities for our students and I encourage 
you as parents to talk with your sons and daughters about the many good things that 
could be available to them as they move towards Year 12. 
 
Dylan Ellis and Jacob Lummus went to the Global Young Leaders Conference in China, 
Diede Ellen and Daniel Graham went on the Young Endeavour Voyage, Natalie Stiles 
and Michelle Curtis went to the National Student Leadership Conferences in San 
Francisco. 
 
Kokoda Challenge 
This year marked the 5th year that our students participated in the Kokoda Challenge.  
This 96km walk starts at Mudgeeraba on Saturday morning and the various teams come 
in at the Nerang Velodrome anywhere between 12 and 39 hours later.  This year we 
had two complete teams finish in good time. 

WHATôS COMING UP  
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
 
 

Monday 26 July 2010 

 Years 4 to 7 Athletics Field Events 
 
 
 

Tuesday 27 July 2010 

 Years 8 to 12 House Athletics 
Carnival Day 1 

 Year 11 Drama Excursion to QLD 
Theatre Company 
 
 
 

Wednesday 28 July 2010 

 Year 9 SOSE Excursion 
 
 
 

Thursday 29 July 2010 

 Years 4 to 7 Athletics Carnival 
 
 
 

Friday 30 July 2010 

 Years 8 to 12 House Athletics 
Carnival Day 2 
 

 

DIRECT PHONE NOS. 
 
Main Admin  5573 8600 
Prep to Year 6 Admin 5573 8610 
Years 7 to 12 Admin 5573 8633 
Staff Administration 5573 8668 
Performing Arts 5573 8672 
Accounts 5573 8686 
Health Centre 5573 8615 
Uniform Shop 5573 8640 
After School Care 5573 8647 
Childcare Centre 5573 8650 
Canteen 5573 8641 
 
 

 
 



 

Team SSC1 - Aidan Lewis, Jack Nagy, James Brock, Hannah 
Braiding-Watson 
 
Team SSC2 - Alex Schmidt, Dillon Tucker, Tom 
Macauslane, Alex Demeshko 
 
I wish to thank the following staff, parents and students who 
worked tirelessly to support the two teams: 
 
Support Crew SSC1 
Ms Alison Shaw 
Mr and Mrs Nicole and Scott Noble 
Mr and Mrs Nigel and Johanna Brock 
Mr Peter Braiding and Ms Judy Watson 
Year 12 student and School Captain, Rhys Vadas  
 
Support teachers and walkers 
Ms Christie Turner, Mr Tom Tucker, Mr Shilo Mahoney 
Mr Daniel Saw, Ms Jacinta Hyman, Ms Laura Wren, Mr 
Nigel Brock 
 
Support Crew SSC2 
Mr and Mrs Tom and Meredith Tucker 
Mr Alexander Demeshko (snr) 
Ms Karen Firman and Mr David Macauslane 
Mr and Mrs Martin and Sue Schmidt 
Year 10 student Zane van Reenen Joynt 
 
I am pleased to report the teams have raised to date the 
following amount which goes directly to support Kokoda 
kids:  
 
SSC1: $735.00 
SSC2: $1015.00 
Total $1750.00 
 
Any person who is able to finish this gruelling course 
deserves all of our respect and I am quite sure the strength 
of character they showed when the going got tough last 
weekend will be of great benefit to them throughout their 
entire life. 
 
Upcoming Information evening  for parents of students 
who will be in Years 7, 9 and 11 in 2011 
A combined Years 7, 9 and 11 Subject Information evening 
will be held on Thursday 19 August commencing at 7pm in 
the Multi Purpose Hall.  Students and parents will have an 
opportunity to make preliminary subject selections after 
speaking to teachers of the different subjects.  There will 
also be some briefings on important curriculum and pastoral 
matters.  More information will be provided to students and 
parents as the evening draws closer.  
 
Congratulations Courtney Cooney, Year 11 
A fortnight ago Courtney Cooney placed 3rd in the Telstra 
National Open Short Course Championships in the 50m 
Women's Backstroke Opens.  Courtney also made the 
semi-final in a personal best time and placed 7th.  Courtney 
is now the 14th fastest female swimmer in Australia in the 
Backstroke Women's Open. This makes her the fastest 16 
year old female Backstroker in Australia.  The following 
Sunday and Monday she competed in the State School 
Cross Country Championships in North Brisbane and was 

placed 20th in the individual race out of 50.  She placed 3rd 
in the relay for South Coast and was in the top four from 
the South Coast Branch in the individuals.  All done with a 
bad flu and chest infection following the Year 11 Camp 
week.  Well done Courtney on an amazing effort! 
 
Jamie Dorrington 
Headmaster 
 

FROM THE CHAPEL 
 

Just recently, I read a story by Aesop that I had never heard 
before. 
 
The story speaks of how a wasp settled on the head of a 
snake and tormented it by stinging it repeatedly. The snake, 
maddened with the pain and not knowing how else to get 
revenge on the wasp, put its head under the wheel of a 
wagon so that they both died together. 
 
Now the story is pretty gruesome, which is perhaps why it is 
a little known one. But even so, it is also pretty true. 
 
It is certainly true about a lot of people 
 
Have you ever noticed that there seems to be a common 
attitude that says, "If I can't be happy, you shouldn't be 
either. If I can't succeed, I am going to do my best to see 
that nobody else gets ahead. If I can't have something, 
you'd better not have it either." 
 
So many people are trying to bring others down rather than 
helping them to get ahead. 
 
Of course, such an attitude is completely foreign to God. 
 
Those who know our loving Heavenly Father realise that He 
has said, "I'm willing to sacrifice my Son so that you can be 
happy. I'm willing to watch Him die so that you can live." In 
truth, Jesus gave up everything so that we might have 
forgiveness and eternal life. 
 
This is just one of the many reasons that God is God, and 
we are just the people who need Him. He has done His 
best to make sure that we can all get ahead. 
 
Every blessing 
 
Father Andrew Kinmont 
College Chaplain 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Times 
Sunday Chapel Services 

Sunday Worship is at the çfamily friendlyè time of 9.00am 
every Sunday in the College Chapel. 

All welcome.  

Weddings, Baptisms, Illness or Bereavement 

The clergy are available not only for the times of celebration 
such as Weddings and Baptisms, but also in times of need.  

Father Andrew Kinmont is available at all times on 

0417 711 699. 

May God's Blessing and Peace be with you. 



 

FROM THE JUNIOR COLLEGE 
 

I would like to congratulate the students for their focused 
start back to the term. After visiting many classrooms this 
week, it was wonderful to see them straight back into their 
learning both for classroom lessons and specialist lessons. At 
assembly this week I did remind all students about the 
importance of starting each day focused and ready to learn, 
remembering to use good manners and wearing the College 
uniform appropriately and with pride. Your assistance in 
supporting your child in these areas once again this term 
would be greatly appreciated.  
 
Year 6 Camp 
Last week all students in Year 6 attended their annual camp 
on the Sunshine Coast. The weather was fantastic and the 
students were just beautifully behaved ã it was a pleasure to 
spend three days away with such a cooperative and positive 
group of students. I would like to thank the staff who 
organised and attended Year 6 Camp ã Alex Georgiadis, 
Anne Trethewey, Melissa Tronc, Renee Jones and Chris 
Gray. The care and support they provided the students with 
was greatly appreciated! 
 
Classroom Awards 
Congratulations go to the following students for receiving 
Achievement Awards at this weekès assembly: 
 

Year 1 

Carson Johnston, Cynthia Karydis, Dion Karydis, Lachlan 
Martyr, Chelsey Vandak, Billy Walker 

Year 2 

Lina Huyhn, Ailish Mahony, Harrison Potter, Logan Turner,  

Year 3 

Kaitlyn Allan, Tarra Elllis, Georgia-Lili Howe, Finn Johnson, 
Lucy Little, Lewis Low, Kade van Geyzel 

Year 4 

Jack Bishop, Ethan Cairns, Lachlan Miles, Vivianne 
Oltramare, Emma Savage 

Year 5 

Kiara Gleeson, Olivia Mann, Hunter McElrea, Luis Novello 

Year 6 

Jinwon Ahn, Danielle Frinke, Tamara Gurdler, Brian Hsu, 
Tom Kerrigan, Andy Liao 

Learning Support 

Mitchell Bell, Kya Foxwell, Taleigha McKeough 

 
I wish you all a wonderful term ahead and look forward to 
seeing you around the College grounds or at the upcoming 
events.  
 
Kylie Waide  
Dean of Junior College 

PASTORAL CARE 
 

Building Resilient Children  
Thank you to those parents who have responded in regard 
to my call for parents interested in strengthening the 
resilience of their children. The sessions have been 
developed by Michael Grose and are designed to give 
practical ideas for parents and encourage creative and 
supportive discussion among parents. 
 

I do think there is still more interest out there so I am once 
again encouraging you to email me at 
cgray@ssc.qld.edu.au if you would like to be involved. 
Sessions will start soon so do not delay. 
 

KidsMatter 
We are happy to announce that Saint Stephen's College is 
now a KidsMatter Primary school! KidsMatter Primary is the 
first national mental health, promotion, prevention and 
early intervention initiative specifically developed for 
Primary schools. 

It involves people who have significant influence on 
children's lives - parents, families, carers, teachers and 
community groups - in making a positive difference for 
children's mental health during this important 
developmental period. 

Over the next two years our school will be focusing on four 
key areas to improve student mental health and wellbeing: 

1. A positive school community 

2. Social and emotional learning for students 

3. Parenting support and education 

4. Early intervention for students experiencing mental 
health difficulties 

Our school will be looking to involve the whole school 
community in implementing KidsMatter Primary as well as 
building further relationships with health and community 
groups in our local area to support the mental health and 
wellbeing of our students. If you would like to know more 
about KidsMatter Primary at our school please contact me 
or visit the website at www.kidsmatter.edu.au/Primary . 
Also, if you have any constructive feedback in relation to 
the four areas above please come and see me or email me. 

Chris Gray 
Head of Pastoral Care, Prep to Year 6 
 

SPORTS DEPARTMENT 
 

Student Achievements  
Congratulations to Dean Cockin 
(Year 12) who represented Saint 
Stephenès College at the QRFSU 
Australian Rugby Schoolboys 
selection trials at Ballymore over 
the holidays.  Dean was selected 
in the Queensland ll team which 
won the grand final against NSW 
19-15.  
 

Rod Seib 
Director of Sport  

mailto:cgray@ssc.qld.edu.au
http://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/Primary


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sometimes it is not often we get to reflect 
on our lives, goals and aspirations in a 
tranquil setting free from computers, 
television and mobile phones.   However, 
this retreat gives students the freedom to 
discover their personal strengths and an 
opportunity to listen and participate in 
workshops on leadership, global diplomacy, 
relaxation, communication, team skills and 
just the time to enjoy the simplicity of 
nature. 

The retreat takes place in 
the idyllic setting of the 
Bunya Mountains where 
the sheer beauty of the 
flora and fauna takes your 
breath away.  The intense 
cold is welcomed when 
sitting around a log fire 
with a hot chocolate.  
This area has long been a 
meeting place for the 
community and the 
Bunya Pines provide us 
with a history of 
thousands of years.   

Over the week it is inspiring to 
the see the growth and 
development of our young 
leaders, the Year 11 cohort.  They 
showed maturity and a desire to 
lead this world with enthusiastic 
and commitment.  It was an 
absolute pleasure to be part of 
this synergy.  

I would like to thank our 
wonderful and incredibly 
humble staff who went on this 
retreat including Mr Jamie 
Dorrington, Mr Gavin Neuper, 
Mr Dave Wyatt, Mr Stuart 
Mayne, Mr Syd Daniels, Mr 
Dan Saw, Mr Glenn Amezdroz, 
Miss Debbie Booth, Ms Nicole 
Scott, Mrs Daleen Engelbrecht, 
Ms Felicity Lear and Mrs Faye 
Beechen. 
 
Dani Goucher 
Head of Year 11 


