
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUME 15/7    12 MARCH 2010 
 

 

FROM THE HEADMASTER 
 
Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends 
 
Class of Year 12 in 2009 
I am delighted to report that from our graduating class of 2009, 98.2% of university 
applicants were successful at attaining an offer into a tertiary institution. This is an 
outstanding result and I pass on my best wishes to all of those students for continued 
success, as they began their new journey earlier this month. I look forward to catching 
up with a number of old scholars at the Saint Stephen's College Olympics next 
weekend. 
 
Calendar Events 
The College is in full swing as it heads into the second last week of the school term.  
Students have been involved in the following activities over the past week: 
 

Years 4 to 12 Regional Swimming Carnival, Senior Musical Rehearsals, Year 8 Peer 
Skills Training and Years 4 to 7 APS Swim Training.  I would like to thank the staff 
involved in co-ordinating all of these activities as well as parents for transporting and 
assisting the students.   
 
Book Fair 
Book Fair is in its second week and the Resource Centre is buzzing with action.  I wish 
to thank parents for encouraging their children to be actively involved in recreational 
reading, as we all know just how important this is for developing lifelong skills.  
 
Takamori Midori High School 
Students from the Takamori Midori High School in Japan have arrived and will tour at 
Saint Stephen‟s College for one and a half weeks.  Students from Years 7, 8, 9 and 12 
have been allocated a Saint Stephen's College buddy to assist them during their stay.  
The College warmly welcomes our Japanese visitors.  The staff and I hope they enjoy 
their time at the College and find it a worthwhile and interesting visit.  Thank you to 
Ms Sam Holmes and Mrs Paula Craft for co-ordinating the group and for all teachers 
involved in the classroom experience. 
 
Best regards 
 
Jamie Dorrington 
Headmaster 
 
 

REMINDER – YEAR 8 IMMUNISATIONS 

Gold Coast City Council School Immunisation 
programme will take place for all Year 8 students 
on Monday 15 March in the foyer of the Goda 
Firkins Auditorium.  

WHAT’S COMING UP  
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
 
 

Monday 15 March 2010 

 Years 8 Immunisations 
 
 

Tuesday 16 March 2010 

 Prep to Year 12 Soiree 
 
 

Wednesday 17 March 2010 

 Prep to Year 6 Parent Teacher 
Interviews 
 Rugby Trial (Saint Stephen's 
College Vs Gold Coast Eagles) 
 
 

Thursday 18 March 2010 

 Prep to Year 6 Parent Teacher 
Interviews 
 
 

Friday 19 March 2010 

 Year 6 Harmony Day 
 Rugby Camp - Buderim 
 

DIRECT PHONE NOS. 
 
Main Admin 5573 8600 
Prep to Year 6 Admin 5573 8610 
Years 7 to 12 Admin 5573 8633 
Staff Administration 5573 8668 
Performing Arts 5573 8672 
Accounts 5573 8686 
Health Centre 5573 8615 
Uniform Shop 5573 8640 
After School Care 5573 8647 
Childcare Centre 5573 8650 
Canteen 5573 8641 
 
 

 
 



 

FROM THE CHAPEL 
 

Some people do the right thing . . . almost. 
 
That was brought home last week, when I read a story 
about a woman who had been given $1,200 by her 
insurance company to compensate her for the loss of her 
diamond ring. Not unsurprisingly, four weeks later, she 
found the missing ring stashed away in the back of a 
cupboard. 
 
Glad for the ring, she wrote to the insurance company and 
confessed, "I didn't think it would be right for me to keep 
the ring and the money, so I thought you would be pleased 
to know that I have sent the $1,200 to the Red Cross." 
 
The lady had done the right thing . . . almost. 
 
She hadn't kept the money. That was right. She did tell the 
insurance company about find the ring. That was right, too. 
But sending the money to the Red Cross - even as fine an 
organisation as it is - well, that was not quite right. 
 
A lot of people try to do the right thing . . . almost. Perhaps 
a common sight is seeing two young children squabbling 
and arguing. Inevitably, an adult steps in and gets the 
children to apologise to each other. To keep the peace, 
they will shake hands and say they are sorry. They do the 
right thing . . . almost. In spite of the hand shaking and the 
words, often the children are not sorry and are still angry. 
 
We probably shouldn't be surprised. Often, our selfishness 
gets in the way, causing us to miss the mark of doing the 
right thing. 
 
This is why we need Jesus. 
 
Why? Because He is the Son of God, Jesus did what we 
could never do. He did the right thing always. If Jesus dealt 
with over-righteous religious leaders, He did the right thing. 
If the devil placed temptations before Him, Jesus did the 
right thing. 
 
Because Jesus always did the right thing, at the end of His 
life as He hung dying on the Cross, He could honestly say, 
"It is finished." 
 
And it was. Jesus' perfect life and His total avoidance of sin, 
had opened the door to heaven for all who believe in Him 
as their Saviour. 
 
In spite of us falling short of the mark when we try to do the 
right thing, we should still live our lives being thankful for 
what Jesus has given us. That would be the right thing to do 
- absolutely. 
 
Every blessing, 
 
Father Andrew Kinmont 
College Chaplain 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE DEPUTY HEADMASTER 
 

Last week I spoke to our Years 7 to 12 students about a 
statistic I read in an article recently which claimed that 
around 20% of first year university students „drop out‟ of 
their course. While the article acknowledged that some of 
these reasons could be attributed to finances or changing 
courses, many were as a result of lack of drive or motivation 
as a result of the loss of the „school‟ holding their hand.  
 
I therefore discussed this important issue with our students. 
It is as relevant for Years 7 and 8 as it is for Years 11 and 12 
or the year levels in between and continues the article I 
included the previous week about „building your house‟. 
I explained to our student body that at university there 
would be a different culture of expectation and 
accountability. That is, students are expected to attend 
lectures and tutorials, perform at a certain level, submit 
work on time and conduct themselves appropriately.  The 
practice differs at school where we ask for drafts, and in 
most subjects, there are no limits on the number of times 
work can be viewed by teachers prior to submission, 
students are excluded from class if an assignment is not 
submitted in senior year levels until it has been completed, 
we are concerned if a student has been absent for several 
days and may contact home. Further, we do insist on 
homework being written and completed, bookwork is tidy, 
students are presented appropriately and on time for classes 
and so on. Why? As I explained, we are attempting to instil 
a productive and effective work ethic and positive habits of 
the mind, so when the time comes when nobody is asking 
the questions anymore, it does not matter because it is 
second nature and their own standards meet or exceed 
what is being asked of them. 
 
This is not just important for university, but any walk of life, 
in all forms of work, business, sport and so on.  A consistent 
flow of excuses results in eroding a young person‟s 
independence and their ability to cope later in life, even if 
the excuse was aimed at protecting them, often it has the 
opposite effect down the track. That said, support is a 
different matter and we fully support our students and we 
are only too pleased to assist in instilling good practices at 
every opportunity. 
 

Service Times 
Sunday Chapel Services 

Sunday Worship is at the „family friendly‟ time of 9.00am 
every Sunday in the College Chapel. 

All welcome.  

Weddings, Baptisms, Illness or Bereavement 

The clergy are available not only for the times of celebration 
such as Weddings and Baptisms, but also in times of need.  

Father Andrew Kinmont is available at all times on 
0417 711 699. 

May God's Blessing and Peace be with you. 



 

You will see the Headmaster has mentioned that 98.2% of 
our Year 12 graduating class who applied for university has 
been offered a tertiary entrance placement for 2010. Apart 
from us being very proud of them, let‟s hope that they are 
equipped to sustain the long haul in order to experience 
the success to fulfil their dreams. 
 
Andrew Bell 
Deputy Headmaster 
 

DEAN OF JUNIOR COLLEGE 
 
In a recent article written about the release of the new draft 
national curriculum, Julia Gillard highlighted its important 
focus on teaching the „basics‟. She particular spoke about 
an emphasis on grammar and phonics, highlighting learning 
how to read requires a start with phonics. She is quoted as 
saying, “The research evidence is strong that students do 
need a good basis in what is called a phonemic awareness 
and that depends upon the development of the capacity to 
spell out words.” When I read this in conjunction with 
beginning to pull apart the draft English national curriculum, 
I was so pleased that our students are already immersed in a 
very thorough and highly regarded phonics programme - 
The Spalding Method. The Spalding Method focuses on the 
following: 
 
 Incorporates phonemic awareness within regular spelling 

routines using high frequency words. 
 Provides regular teacher-led and independent practice 

for the following phoneme manipulation tasks: 
– Identifying individual sounds in spoken words 
– Segmenting spoken high-frequency words into 

individual sounds 
– Counting sounds within spoken words 
– Blending sounds into spoken words 
– Recognising initial sounds, then ending sounds, and 

finally middle (medial) sounds 
– Identifying same and different sounds in spoken 

words and rhymes 
 
There is a very structured programme that teachers 
implementing The Spalding Method are required to follow. 
It is a very systematic approach to help children quickly 
master saying and writing the 70 symbols (phonograms) that 
represent forty-five speech sounds. By regular oral and 
written phonogram reviews to reinforce phonics skills, the 
students become very familiar and confident saying and 
writing these phonograms. This method equips students to 
spell accurately and to decode unfamiliar words by applying 
phonics skills to reading text. It allows the students to 
connect speech to print with a unique marking system of 
these phonograms in words. The students in the 
Foundations Programme focus on mastering the 70 
phonograms confidently, while the students in the 
Consolidations Programme put this knowledge into practice 
by learning the marking system of The Spalding Method.  
 
This Spalding Method aligns very well with the 
requirements that are stated in the draft English national 

curriculum. It focuses on providing our students with a solid 
phonemic awareness to assist their overall literacy skills. If 
you have any questions about The Spalding Method, I 
would encourage you to speak with your child‟s classroom 
teacher to gain further information. 
 
Junior College Class Awards 
Congratulations go to the following students for receiving 
Class Achievement Awards at this week‟s assembly: 
 
Year 1 
Brock Cooper, Ryan Goodman, Jack Goucher, Bianca 
Grant, Tallon McKeough, Maia Mori, Amber Stewart, 
Ashley Van Litsenborgh 
Year 2 
Kyle Ackerman, Charlotte Brock, Max Howard, Lucy 
Kenyon, Jade Macfarlane, Ashaya Morgan 
Year 3 
Mitchell Bell, Lachlan Burke, Chloe Burns, Luke Casey, 
Hayden Craft, Lachlan Gabriel, Jet Kernaghan, Lindsay 
Martin, Brodie Smith, Tasmin Vey 
Year 4 
Luke Amato, Nathan Buckley, Ella Chemello, Amelia Costi, 
Casey Dolkens, Piper Gore, Lawson Hamilton, Luke 
Johnson, Jasmine Kovacs, Lleyton Morgan, Alex Nelson, 
Lauren Nolan, Michael Richardson, Yudai Shiozaki, Clarice 
Van Zyl, Alec Voerman, Beau Williams 
Year 5 
Daniel Burns, Sarah Clarke, Mitchell Crouch, Wade 
Cubbin, Harry Fry, Christopher Marques, Olivia Matthews, 
Liam Mondy, Kein Mori, Nathan Porter, Liam Sandral, 
Harry Smith 
Year 6 
Ryan Breust, Vaughn Campbell, Lachlan Eyers, Blake 
Goodman, Luc Saint Clair, Kiara Savage, Irina Shalinov, 
Rhiannon Sutton-Yeomans 
 
Kylie Waide 
Dean of Junior College 
 

PASTORAL CARE 

 
If you picked up a newspaper or turned on the television in 
recent weeks you would have undoubtedly seen or heard 
something on to the topic of bullying. Sadly, whether it is in 
the schoolyard, the office or even the home, there are times 
when a negative experience can turn into a repeated and 
intentional imbalance of power. 
 
I believe that the greatest weapon we have against the 
continuation of bullying is our voice. It is through the 
victims and the bystanders within our schools being willing 
to tell us what is happening that we can be active in fixing 
the problem. What we do not know, we cannot help to fix.  



 

To have students be willing to voice their concerns and 
worries about bullying we need to prove to them that we, 
the adults, can be trusted. Studies show that the two top 
reasons why students do not tell adults about bullying are 
because they either do nothing or make it worse. The 
number one thing someone being bullied wants to happen 
is quite simply for the bullying to stop. 
 
It is with the above two points in mind that we take a ‘no-
blame’ approach to dealing with bullying here at Saint 
Stephen‟s College. What this basically means is that we do 
not „draw and quarter‟ the accused bully at first sign of 
notification but discuss the situation with the individual and 
request that the behaviour stops. If the behaviour continues 
after this initial meeting then we are sure that the behaviour 
is intentional and we take steps to make parents aware and 
take a more stringent approach to stopping the behaviour. 
 
The key to making this system work is for the victims to be 
willing to use their voice and tell someone if the behaviour 
continues after this initial meeting. Time and time again the 
system breaks down because „it did not work the first time’. 
Help your child transfer their computer game resilience into 
real life resilience and keep trying even when it does not 
work the first time.  
 
For more information on proactive measures against bullying 
or a deeper understanding about the „no blame approach‟ go 
to the following web site www.bullyingnoway.com.au/. 
 
I look forward to continuing to work with you and your 
children in making Saint Stephen‟s College a supportive, 
friendly and safe place to be. 
 
Chris Gray 
Head of Pastoral Care – Prep to Year 6 
 

CHILD CARE CENTRE 

 
The Child Care Centre is once again hosting the Family 
Portrait Day here at the Centre on Sunday 21 March 2010.  
For the small cost of $15, you will receive a beautifully 
framed 10” x 13” family portrait valued at over $90! 
 
If you would like to book in for a 10 minute photo session, 
please contact the Child Care Centre on – 5573 8650 or via 
email – childcare@ssc.qld.edu 
 
We understand that this day is the same as the College‟s 
FARA Olympic day, however please feel free to come 
before or after the Olympics. 
 
The Centre will also celebrate its 14th Birthday on 
Thursday 18 March 2010.  The day will be celebrated with 
lots of fun games and activities, a jumping castle and a huge 
birthday cake! 
 
Easter Bonnet Parade will be on Thursday 1 April 2010 
for the Child Care Centre children. 
 

Car Park 
Please be reminded that the Child Care Centre car park is 
strictly for Child Care parents only (on their child‟s booked 
kindy day).   
 
Until next time, from the Caretaker of the Secret Garden, 
 
Pauline Bailey 
Child Care Centre Director 
 

SPORTS DEPARTMENT 
 

Student Achievements  
Kota Kagasaki (Year 9) and Annie Choi (Year 9) have been 
selected to trial for the South Coast School Sport Golf 
Team. The trial will take place at Robina Woods Golf 
Course on Tuesday 16 March. 
 
Congratulations to Zach Curtis (Year 11) for being selected 
in the Hinterland District Open Boys Touch Team. 
 
Well done to Michaela Eadie (Year 11) and Kirsty Kelly 
(Year 11) for being selected in the Hinterland District Open 
Girls Soccer Team. 
 
Rod Seib 
Director of Sport 
 

RESOURCE CENTRE 
 

Easter has come early to the library! Come 
and see our display and enter our colouring 
in competition. There are prizes to be won 
in the Prep to Year 3 category and Years 4 
to 6 category. Last year this was our most 

popular competition ever! Make sure you 
get involved! 
 

Book Covering 
Thanks for the great response we had to last week‟s request 
for help with book covering. We have given out all of our 
boxes of books for now and will place another request 
when we need more help. Thanks again to everyone who 
helped or offered to help. 
 
Lexile 
Students in Years 4 to 6 have been completing their Lexile 
tests and are busily choosing books from their Lexile lists 
when they come to the Library. This helps them to broaden 
their choices and improve their reading levels. Students are 
reminded to bring their lists each time they come for their 
Library lesson so that they can make great book choices that 
will allow them to become even better readers!  
 
Book Club for Adults 
Book Club will meet on Thursday 25 March at 7.00pm in 
the Library. 
 
Please RSVP to Rebecca Horry on rhorry@ssc.qld.edu.au 
 
Happy Reading! 
The Library Team 

http://www.bullyingnoway.com.au/
mailto:childcare@ssc.qld.edu
mailto:rhorry@ssc.qld.edu.au


 

P & F 
 

Coffee Morning for Year 4 Parents 
New parents most welcome 

Gloria Jeans at Homemaker Centre 
(corner of Hope Island Road and Siganto Drive) 

Wednesday 17 March - 8.45am onwards 
(straight after drop off) 

Contact Tracey Ecob (0409 719 211) or 
Lynne Sampson (0410 153 484) if you have any questions. 

 

PERFORMING ARTS DEPARTMENT 
 

 

SPONSORSHIP 
The production team of Guys and Dolls are seeking 
expressions of interest from individuals, partners or small 
businesses interested in corporate exposure or willing to 
provide support for the biggest cultural event of the College 
in 2010. Any interested persons should contact Stuart 
Mayne - smayne@ssc.qld.edu.au or Kirsty Sorrensen - 
ksorrensen@ssc.qld.edu.au 
 
Stuart Mayne 
Co-ordinator of Drama 
 

UNIFORM BOOKSHOP 

 

OPENING HOURS 

Monday – Thursday 7.45am – 3.00pm 
Friday Only 7.45am – 9.00am  

 
Hello Everyone 
 
Sports Bags, Library Bags & College Satchels 
Still waiting for delivery but have been advised they will 
definitely arrive this month. 
 
APS Sport 
Netball Skirt .............................. Years 7 to 12 ......... $ 51.50 
Rugby Top ................................ Years 5 to 12 ......... $ 70.00 
Rugby Shorts ............................. Years 5 to 12 ......... $ 25.00 
Soccer Jersey ............................ Years 8 to 12 ......... $ 69.00 
Rugby/Soccer/Hockey Socks ..... Years 4 to 12 ......... $ 11.00 
Hockey Shin Pads .................................................. $ 18.50 
Soccer Shin Pads.................................................... $ 10.50 
Mouth Guards ....................................................... $   8.00 
 

Book List Payment Receipts 2009/2010 
If you do not have your receipt of payment for the 
submission of the Book List, please come and collect it.  
These receipts can be submitted to the Tax Office. 
 
2nd Hand Uniform 
We will be accepting 2nd Hand Uniforms on Monday15 
through to Friday 26 March. 
 
If you are unable to come to the Uniform Shop and 
would like to order or would like to credit your child’s 
student account, please call us on 5573 8640 or email 
wmaccullagh@ssc.qld.edu.au or otaylor@ssc.qld.edu.au. 
 
Wendy Maccullagh 
Uniform/Bookshop 
 

CANTEEN 
 
More lunch please! 
 
Over the past couple of weeks many children have been 
sent to the canteen for extra food. In particular younger 
children. Parents need to check with their children if they 
are having enough for morning tea and lunch and to pack a 
little extra just in case. Most of the younger ones are eating 
all of their lunch box food at morning tea and therefore do 
not have any lunch. Please ensure your children have 
sufficient food for the day. It would be a great idea to 
include non-perishable items, then this way if your child 
doesn‟t eat it you can keep it for another day. 
 
St Patrick’s Morning Tea Meal Deal – Next Wednesday 
morning, 17 March.  Your children can enjoy everything 
green. Fill in the meal deal forms and return to the canteen 
by Tuesday 16 March  
 
If parents or students have any queries in regards to the 
canteen/ordering, please do not hesitate to call us on 5573 
8641, where we would be happy to help. 
 
Canteen Hours: Monday – Friday 8.00am - 1.30pm 
Canteen phone hours: Monday – Friday 7.30am – 1.30pm 
 
Many Thanks 
 
Kelli Anderson and Alyson Costi 
Canteen Convenors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

CANTEEN OPENING HOURS 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 8:00AM – 1:30PM 

CANTEEN TELEPHONE HOURS 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 7:30AM – 1:30PM 

 

mailto:smayne@ssc.qld.edu.au
mailto:ksorrensen@ssc.qld.edu.au
mailto:wmaccullagh@ssc.qld.edu.au
mailto:otaylor@ssc.qld.edu.au


 

SSC AND FARA OLYMPICS 

A little over a week to go – who will own the Podium?? 
Teams have been practising. The war cries are written. The 
paint is drying on the banners. It seems, folks, that we are 
set for a massive Games. 
 
Are you in a team yet? If you are, then great. If you‟re not 
but you want to be – you had better hurry as places are 
filling fast. And is there a team you want to be in but it 
appears to be full? That‟s no problem either, as there is 
always room for one more. Also, give a thought to trying a 
sport you‟ve never had a go at before – like Hockey. 
 
The day is shaping up to be a beauty. The Opening 
Ceremony is set to be a cracker, and the Closing Ceremony 
will be a party and a half. Get there early and grab a great 
vantage point. Get there early enough and you can work on 
your Spiritual Fitness rather than just your Physical fitness by 
attending Fr Andrew Kinmont‟s Open Air Church Service! 
 
Don‟t miss out – get involved. This is a world first, and will 
be a great way to showcase the spirit of Saint Stephen's 
College. 
 
Until next week . . . 
 
Bryan Vadas 
Olympics Committee 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

THE BUS FARE ASSISTANCE AND 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

TRANSPORT ASSISTANCE SCHEME 
APPLICATIONS FOR 2010 

 
A Parent or Guardian of the student can 

apply online from 

1 May to 31 May 2010 
For Semester One 2010, the weekly family 

threshold for Bus Fare Assistance is $30 per week. 

Full details of the scheme and who can apply, are 
available at: www.schooltransport.com.au 

If you need assistance when applying online, 

Phone: 07 3336 9192 

or 

Email: schooltransport@qcec.qld.catholic.edu.au 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

 
 
 
 
   

Parent Teacher Interviews  

Years 1  to Year 6  
Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 March  

Parents of Years 1 to 6 students can book  via 
Parent Teacher On -line on the College Website .  

Preparatory  
Monday 15 to Friday 19 March  

Parents of Preparatory students should book an 
appointment with their childõs teacher. 



 

energy. esteem. expression 

Saint Stephen‟s College  
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Doors to open at 8.15am for an 8.45am start  
 

Enquiries to:  

Prep to Year 6 Administration   5573 8610  



 

 

 
 

 
SAINT STEPHEN'S COLLEGE 

 

proudly presents 
 

SSttaaffff  UUnnddeerr  TThhee  SSttaarrss  
 

Performing a Music Medley from the popular movie 
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