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WHAT'S COMING UP FROM THE HEADMASTER
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Monday 12 April 2010

e PUPIL FREE DAY
e Years 11 and 12 QCS Practise
Day

Tuesday 13 April 2010

e Term Two Commences

Tuesday 20 April 2010

o Brett Lee Internet Safety and
Cyber Bullying Seminar for
Parents and Guardians — 7.00pm

e Years 8 to 10 Debating — Round 1

Wednesday 21 April 2010

Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends

Congratulations Courtney

Congratulations to Courtney Cooney (Year 11) who qualified for the semi-finals at the
Commonwealth Game Trials in Sydney when she swam her 50m Backstroke heat last
Friday. Courtney has shown extraordinary dedication in terms of commitment and
daily training as an athlete. Well done Courtney.

Grandparents and Special Friends Day

We finish Term One with our annual Grandparents and Special Friends Day. We are
anticipating a large crowd of between 600-800 people who will come from local areas,
interstate and even overseas to attend this special day.

I am also taking the opportunity on this day to openly name our new lecture theatre in
Mr Humphrey Firkins” honour. We are having a small ceremony at 10am (just outside
the lecture theatre) and will be joined by prefects, staff members and any other guests
who would like to be present. This is an extract from the address that will be given on
the day:

e Year 3 Maths Information Evening
e Year 12 Reef Trip Information
Evening

Thursday 22 April 2010

¢ ANZAC Day Ceremony

Saturday 24 April 2010

¢ Duke of Edinburgh Practice
Expedition

DIRECT PHONE NoOS.

Main Admin 5573 8600
Prep to Year 6 Admin 5573 8610
Years 7 to 12 Admin 5573 8633
Staff Administration 5573 8668
Performing Arts 5573 8672
Accounts 5573 8686
Health Centre 5573 8615
Uniform Shop 5573 8640
After School Care 5573 8647
Childcare Centre 5573 8650
Canteen 5573 8641

Dear Mr Firkins,

It is with great pleasure that I bring together a group of people today to celebrate
the naming of our new lecture theatre in your honour.

Your contribution to the development of Saint Stephen’s College has been, to say
the least, highly significant. In particular, your fostering of character development
amongst our students through the work of The Goda Foundation has been unique.
Indeed, there are many past and present students who have personally benefited
from your generosity and encouragement. Students have been challenged on
Outward Bound, The Young Endeavour Youth Training Scheme, The Global Young
Leaders Conference , The National Student Leadership Conference and, most
recently, The Goda Foundation International Student Leadership Programme in
India.

The Humphrey Firkins Lecture Theatre will become a centre for learning at Saint
Stephen’s College. In years to come it will provide a home for thousands of
students as they learn about things that you and I cannot even imagine. Who
knows, perhaps it will contribute to the development of future Rhodes scholars.

It is fitting that this new facility named in your honour should be just a short
distance from the Goda Firkins Auditorium which was named many years ago in
honour of your beloved wife.

Staff Movements

Mrs Sue Muir is leaving us after many years of service at the College. Sue has made an
outstanding contribution to both the Mathematics and careers departments during her
years of service and | thank Sue for all her hard work.




Mrs Sally Thibault our Director of Community Relations,
also leaves us at the end of term to spend more time on her
career as an author. Of course, this won't be the last time
we see Sally as she will remain a friend and parent of the
College. Thank you to Sally for her many years at the
College (and for putting up with me in Indial).

Mr Robert Burrell, who has accepted a Post-graduate
Scholarship also leaves us at the end of term. We also
expect to see Robert here from time to time. In the

meantime, we wish him well with his academic work.

Mrs Alicia Gailer is leaving us (we hope only temporarily)
to care for a family member. Alicia has made a significant
contribution in a number of educational areas, in particular
Business Education.

Mr Glenn Amezdroz and Mr Bob Nicol both will be taking
Long Service Leave during Term Two. We wish them both
well during their break.

We farewell Ms Tamara Zingelmann, who leaves us at the
end of this term when Mr Van Niekerk returns from Long
Service Leave. We thank Tamara for commitment and
service during this time.

We will introduce all the new staff in the first edition of
Acta Ludi when we return in Term Two.

Sports Centre

The Sports Centre is still on track despite the rain and we
look forward to seeing students use the fantastic new
facilities in the second semester. Parents are asked to keep
17 August 2010 at 11.30am free in their diaries for the
opening ceremony.

End of Term

On a personal note, | wish to thank all parents of the
College, for your support in making such a great start to the
2010 academic year. The students and staff have worked
very hard during the term. | hope all families have a safe
and happy Easter break and return refreshed for another
term at the College.

Best regards

Jamie Dorrington
Headmaster

"Well," said the five year-old, "Don’t you think God is doing
a better job nowadays than He used to?"

You have to love "kid logic".

With the emphasis that the world puts on youth and the
avoidance of aging, many people might agree with the little
girl’s conclusion.

That is hardly the case. God does not determine our worth
on the basis of the number of candles on our birthday cake
or the wrinkles on our forehead.

Indeed, one of the great joys of the Christian faith is that
Jesus loves young and old alike. Men and women are all in
need of His care, and all believers constantly receive His
grace, forgiveness, and love.

So to all of you who look in the mirror and see wrinkles that
were not there a few years ago, to all of you who find that
you can’t keep up with the children or grandchildren the
way that you used to, | say, rejoice!

You have a Lord who loves you and a Saviour who died so
that you might live forever.

May you know Jesus’ real presence in your lives over this
Easter time.

Every blessing,

Father Andrew Kinmont
College Chaplain

Yimes

1 April - Maundy Thursday - 7:00pm
2 April - Good Friday - 3:00pm

4 April - Easter Sunday - 9:00am

Father Andrew Kinmont is available at all times on
0417 711 699.
May God'’s Blessing and Peace be with you.

DEAN OF JUNIOR COLLEGE
FROM THE CHAPEL

A five year-old climbed up on her grandmother’s lap. She
then proceeded to spend considerable time inspecting her
white hair and wrinkles.

After the examination was over, the little girl asks with great
seriousness, "Grandma, did God make you?" The little girl’s
grandmother replied, "Yes, He did."

Knowing that this was only the start of the questions, the
older woman was not surprised when her granddaughter
had another question for her. "Did God make me, too?"
Relieved that the question was not any harder, she replied,
"Yes. God made you, too."

As we come to the last week of Term One and | reflect
upon all that has happened in the past nine weeks, 1 would
like to take this opportunity to thank you all, for your
continued support of the College and the many activities
that have occurred.

The students have not only been very busy with their
learning in the classroom but they have also been involved
in many College activities. Some of these include:
Afternoon Clubs, College Bands and Choirs, the Years 4 to
7 House Swimming Carnival, APS and Regional Swimming
Carnivals, Year 5 Aboriginal Cultural activities day, Family
Church Service, Year 2 Water Talk, Year 4 CSIRO
Crimebusters Show, Years 1 to 7 Chess Competition, Year 6



Harmony Day, Years 4 to 12 House Cross Country Carnival,
Prep to Year 3 Easter Hat Parade and Grandparents and
Special Friends Day. Congratulations to all students for their
involvement in these activities and the enthusiasm shown
towards their learning this term.

With the Easter break about to begin, | would encourage all
students to enjoy a restful break over the holiday period. It
is important that we find the time to take a break and
recharge the mind and body for the upcoming ten weeks of
Term Two. If there was one area | would encourage all
students to continue enjoying and practising the skills of
over the holiday period, it would be to continue reading.
Throughout the term we ask that all students read nightly,
as we consider reading to be an area of great importance in
our literacy programme. Therefore, continuing to read over
the holiday period will not only assist your child with their
reading development but also reinforce that it is a life-long
skill that is important to enjoy and embrace as a part of
their life outside of school also.

I wish you all a happy Easter and a safe and relaxing holiday
with your family. | look forward to seeing all the students
return to the College on Tuesday 13 April, refreshed and
ready for another wonderful term.

Kylie Waide
Dean of Junior College

FOUNDATIONS PROGRAMME

Preparatory to Year 3 Easter Hat Parade

The children in Preparatory to Year 3 recently took part in
one of the most colourful and feather-filled events on the
calendar . . . The Easter Hat Parade! Hats and bonnets of all
shapes and sizes were proudly marched through the school,
as the excited little people displayed their handiwork to the
older students of the College. They then proceeded into the
Goda Firkin’s Auditorium where they were met by the
applause of their families and friends as they strutted down
the aisles and across the stage. Anyone who was lucky
enough to be in the audience can attest to the amazing
range in hat designs and the different materials used to
create such works of art.

Despite the name, this event consisted of more than a quick
parade through the GFA. Each Years 1 to 3 class also
performed their favourite bush dance, with the help of
physical education teachers Prue Davies and Brie Gillham.
They also sang songs taught to them during music lessons by
the very talented Marianne Huxley. Our wonderful Easter
Hat Parade was a huge success and the fact that the Easter
Bunny had visited our classrooms and left us a small treat
only added to the excitement of the day! Thank you to the
Preparatory to Year 3 teachers for all of your support in
helping this event to run so smoothly. A very big thank you
also to the parents for helping their children to create some
of the most dazzling Easter Hats to be seen on the Coast.

Brian Fischer
Head of Foundations Programme

Brett Lee - Internet Safety
and Cyber Bullying Seminar

All Parents / Guardians
Please mark this date in your diaries now

20 APRIL 2010
7.00pm — 8.30pm

Brett Lee is an acknowledged expert in the field
of cyber safety. He will spend the day speaking
to all students and staff at the College

P e T x
Staylng Safe on the [ N

‘ Net Cyberbullymg 5. .“
For Studens v
An addltlonal session has been funded by the

College especially for parents. We look forward
to all parents/guardians attending this very

timely and informative evening in an effort to
keep our children safe.

More information will be mailed home at the end of term.

PASTORAL CARE

A Good Start

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you, the
parents and carers, for your assistance and support during
this first term of 2010. It has been encouraging to see the
progress of our students, your children, in so many areas.
Academic progress has been made, new friendships have
been established and even the violins are starting to sound

good.

Communication continues to be the key for the success of
your child and | have appreciated those parents who have
taken the time to let us know when we needed to keep an
eye on things. To those parents who have let us know when
things are going well, | thank you on behalf of the staff for
taking the time to do this.

Thank you again for a strong Term One, please have a safe
and enjoyable Easter break and I look forward to working
with you in Term Two.

Chris Gray
Head of Pastoral Care, Prep to Year 6



FROM THE DIRECTOR OF

COMMUNITY RELATIONS

It is with much excitement, and a little sadness, | say
farewell and thank you. After almost 10 years at Saint
Stephen’s as Director of Community Relations, and 12
years as a parent of the College, and as my book is about to
be released, it is now time to move on to the next very
exciting stage in my life as an author and professional
speaker.

I still remember the first day we came to Saint Stephen’s in
1997. Nobody knew where Coomera was then, and my
son (who is now almost 25) was so excited to be going to a
school that was right opposite Dreamworld! In those days
you could stand at the doors of Flowerbank and see the
Tower of Terror. It was very exciting.

In 1999 I served as President of the Parents and Friends
Association and in 2000 | was offered this position. |
remember being so honoured to be offered the role, a
feeling I still maintain today.

Since then our College has grown to be one of the best
schools in Queensland, with a very fine reputation. But
reputations are not made they are earned, and we have
gained that reputation because of our staff.

We have strong leadership under the direction of our
Headmaster. | had the privilege of accompanying Jamie and
a group of 11 students to India in January. The trip was
Jamie’s idea, supported by Humphrey Firkins and The
Goda Foundation. | couldn’t help thinking when we were
away, that our kids are so fortunate to have a Headmaster
who thinks beyond the curriculum. Our children will grow
up in a world so different what we now know and they
must be focused on seeing themselves competing on the
global stage. How lucky they are to have a Headmaster
who sees the bigger picture, supported by a Foundation
that offers them the ability to experience it.

We have simply amazing teachers at Saint Stephen’s. |
know, because not only have | had the privilege to work
closely with these people, but I have also been to more
parent teacher interviews than | care to remember! Every
time | attend an interview, | am overwhelmed by the
professionalism and care shown by the teaching staff. The
saying is true ‘it takes a village to raise a child’. My children
have been so incredibly fortunate to have a number of truly

inspirational teachers in their lives, and | have enjoyed the
partnership we have created t o ensure they have grown to
be well rounded, successful and insightful individuals.

Our admin and maintenance crew are just a delight to work
with and you would go a long way to find people who are
not only pleasant to work with but efficient and totally
solution orientated. We don’t have big budgets or endless
resources to draw from. But so many times successful
outcomes have been achieved because we have staff who

are prepared to work together and put in the hours to
achieve see a successful outcome.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge you, the parents of this
College. I have worked with the P&F at Saint Stephens’s
since 1998. The Parents and Friends Association over the
years have volunteered an extraordinary amount of time
and commitment to host some amazing events, all designed
to create community. | know those on the P&F this year will
develop, as | have done, wonderful lifelong friends and a
sense of enormous satisfaction in producing events of such
calibre . . . all designed to friend and fundraise at the same
time.

Thank you to everybody who has made my role here at
Saint Stephen’s such a pleasant and enriching experience. |
look forward to keeping in contact through The Coda
Foundation and of course as a parent.

Sally Thibault
Director of Community Relations



Student Achievements

SSC AND FARA OLYPICS

South Coast Regional Swimming Team

The following students recently gained selection in the
South Coast School Sport Swimming Team and will now
compete at the upcoming State Titles.

Years 4 to 7 Students

Boys Girls

Jordan Brunt Stefanie Hussey

Rebecca King

Charlotte McNeill

Lauren Nolan

GCeorgia Potter

Years 8 to 12 Students

Boys Girls

Adam Price Georgia Barry

Sean McNeill Tayla Brunt

Courtney Cooney

Rachel Hussey

Sarah Hussey

Emily McNeill

Congratulations to Courtney Cooney (Year 11) who
competed at the Telstra Australian Swimming
Championships which were the trials for the
Commonwealth Games. Courtney qualified for the semi-
finals in the 50m Backstroke and posted a time of 29.89.
She is now ranked 14" in Australia in this event. A fantastic
result.

Rachel Hussey (Year 8) and Stefanie Hussey (Year 6) have
been selected in the Gold Coast Regional Swimming Team.
Also Stefanie has been selected to represent at the State

Junior Surf Lifesaving Carnival on 16 April. Well done Girls.

Rod Seib
Director of Sport

FARA & SSC OLYMPICS

Time to reset the countdown clock

Okay, so last weekend we didn’t need to build the Ark. The
‘cyclone’ was more like a pleasant autumn breeze, but the
grounds were still way too heavy and presented a real risk
to knees, ankles, and the general smooth running of the
Games

So the new date is set for Sunday 16 May.

The teams are almost completely filled, so there are now
seven (7) weeks to plug those last few gaps. Don’t
underestimate the necessity for reserves and interchange —
the competition will be hot, so one of the keys to success
will be depth in your squad. Check out the Olympics
website and make sure that we fill those remaining gaps.

And get training! Some teams are working on fitness,
developing strategies, and refining set plays (Sorry, Parents’
Touch Football team, but leaning against the railing at the
park and then ducking off for a quick chardonnay is not
deemed ‘training’). But many teams are enjoying the lead
up by getting together for a bit of a ‘hit and giggle’ session,
and already some great combinations are being formed.

This a great opportunity to have a heap of fun while we
raise money for a great cause. The fun begins now, and
there are a heap of laughs to be had in the lead up to the
big Event on 16 May. Jump on board, get involved, and
become an Olympian!! Whether it be as a competitor, a
supporter, or volunteer, you will be so glad that you played
a part.

Until next term . .

Bryan Vadas
Olympics Committee

FARA & SSC Olympics

New date

Sunday 16 May




RESOURCE CENTRE UNIFORM BOOKSHOP

Readers Cup

This week we held the Years 7 and 8 Readers Cup
competitions at lunchtime. In a departure from previous
years, the competition was a voluntary one, but we were
still very impressed with the number of enthusiastic students
who participated.

The competition was fiercest at the Year 7 level where we
had the largest number of teams but all competitors are to
be commended on their efforts.

At the time of going of going to press, we are still waiting
upon the final results, but stay tuned for an announcement
at the start of Term Two. The winning teams will also be
presented with a trophy at assembly.

The next stage of Readers Cup is the regional level, so the
winning teams now go on to read another six books and
prepare to compete against other Gold Coast Schools on
the evenings of 9 and 10 June. We are sure they will do us
proud!

Below are the titles they will be reading over the coming
months:

Year 7

Fox and Fine Feathers — Narelle Oliver

Polar Boy — Sandy Fussell

The London Eye Mystery — Siobhan Dowd
Destination Abudai — Prue Mason

Conspiracy 365: January — Gabrielle Lord

Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief — Rick Riordan

Year 8

The Book of a Thousand Days — Shannon Hale
Under the Mountain — Maurice Gee

The Hunger Games — Suzanne Collins

Tales from Outer Suburbia — Shaun Tan
Loving Richard Feynman — Penny Tangey

The Night they Stormed Eureka - Jackie French

Library Hours:

Monday to Thursday: 8:00am — 5:00pm

Friday: 8:00am-3:15pm

Please note that the library is not open after school in the
first or last weeks of term.

Happy Reading!
The Library Team

CANTEEN

CANTEEN OPENING HOURS
MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 8:00AM — 1:30PM
CANTEEN TELEPHONE HOURS
MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 7:30AM — 1:30PM

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Thursday 7.45am - 3.00pm
7.45am - 9.00am

Friday Only

Hello Everyone

Student Free Day
On Monday 12 April we will be open for sales from
12.00pm — 3.00pm.

Sports Bags, Library Bags and College Satchels
These will be available on the first day back at school.

Boys Senior Day Hat
The Boys Senior Hat in sizes 56cm and 57cm will arrive
approx week of 19 April.

Terms 2 and 3

Senior Students are required to wear their winter uniform
unless otherwise advised.

Boys from Years 7 to 12 Long Pants

Boys/Girls Years 11 and 12 to wear their blazer and long
sleeve shirt or blouse.

If you are unable to come to the Uniform Shop and
would like to order or would like to credit your child’s
student account, please call us on 55738640 or email
wmaccullagh@ssc.qgld.edu.au or otaylor@ssc.qld.edu.au.

Have a lovely Easter Holiday.

Wendy Maccullagh
Uniform/Bookshop

FROM THE CAREERS ADVISOR

Construction White Card Training

All students from Years10, 11 and 12, interested in a career
in the Construction Industry, need a white card to legally set
foot on a job site. Narbil Training is offering a wonderful
opportunity for Saint Stephen’s College students to gain this
qualification at a greatly reduced price. Please see me ASAP
for more details.

David Bear
Careers Advisor


mailto:wmaccullagh@ssc.qld.edu.au
mailto:otaylor@ssc.qld.edu.au

COMMUNITY NOTICES

THE BUS FARE ASSISTANCE AND STUDENTS WITH
DISABILITIES TRANSPORT ASSISTANCE SCHEME
APPLICATIONS FOR 2010

Applications can be made online from 1 May to 31 May 2010

For Semester One 2010, the weekly family threshold for Bus
Fare Assistance is $30 per week.

Full details of the scheme and who can apply, are available at:
www.schooltransport.com.au
If you need assistance when applying online,
Phone:07 3336 9192 or Email:
schooltransport@gcec.gld.catholic.edu.au

Coomerda Markets
& CGar Beot Sdle

Saturday 27 March 2010
6.00am 6 11.00am

Assisi College Car Park

185 Billinghurst Crescent
Upper Coomera

We WILL be there - rain, hail or shinel!!

Lots of stalls - Homemade Crafts & Decorations,
Cup Cakes, Fresh Fruit & Veggies, Fresh Flowers,
Plants, Books, Toys, Candles, Kids Clothing,
Sausage Sizzle, Tea & Coffee & loads more

We also have a great ¢ ar boot section where you
can find some fantastic bargains.

Come one, come all & bring a Friend!
Next Market: Saturday 24 April, 2010

CANOT WAI T FOR
TO BE AT YOUR SCHOOL
AGAIN?

JOIN YOUR LOCAL

s JUNIOR AFL CLUB!

Magpres

Coomera Magpies Junior AFC NAB AFL
Auskick Centre7 5 & 6 Year Olds

Sign on & 1°' Session:
Time:

Duration:

Venue:

Friday 14 May 2010
5:00pm-6:00pm

12 Weeks

Thompson Sports Oval,
Beattie Road, Coomera

$80

Contact AFL Qld Gold Coast
Office on 5527 3564

TO REGISTER visit www.aflauskick.com.au,or head down
to the club when Auskick begins!

under 86s, 106s &

Matthew Ardley on 0402 029 432

é )
/;,-\ Saint Stephen's College
/[ \ UMBRELLAS FOR SALE

\\ 0)

Cost:
For more information:

For 126s

Large umbrella- $20
Perfect for adults/golf, etc

Small umbrella- $10 @
Perfect for children's school bags

All proceeds go to the P&F to build undercover
walkways around the college to protect the children
from sun and rain!

Available from the Uniform Bookshop

L . )
FOR SALE
Electronic Piano o TECHNICS
Model SXPR54
As new
$1750.00

Phone: 5501 9037



mailto:schooltransport@qcec.qld.catholic.edu.au
http://www.aflauskick.com.au/

.
-ANZAC DAY ’Mv

MEMORIAL ERVICE

UPPER COOMERA
SunDAY 25 APRIL 2010

9.00am Coomera
College of the Arts Hall
Jemma Place
Upper Coomera

ROTARY CLUB COOMERA VALLEY
PH: 0419 757 791
HOME:07 5573 6913



